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ye 
His Beautiful Hands 
By Anne G. Parker 


EAUTIFUL hands of Jesus, 
Gentle and strong and kind! 
Their touch had healed the leper, 
And given sight to the blind. 
Those hands had blessed the children, 
And multiplied the bread 
Wherewith the hungry multitude 
Abundantly was fed. 


Lifted in majesty sublime, 
- They stilled the stormy wave, 
And lifted sinking Peter 
Calling on Him to save. 
Their pitying touch had brought to life 
The widow’s son of Nain, 
And many and many a sufferer 
Had raised from bed of pain. 


They nailed those beautiful, blessed hands 
To the cruel, bitter cross, 

And there, in agony untold, 
He bore our shame and loss. 

Beautiful hands of Jesus! 
I hope some day to see 

Those wonderful, loving, nail-scarred hands 
That were pierced on Calvary. 


ys 
Fulfilled Prophecy Unanswerable 


Man, who by nature loves himself 
and hates God, loves to challenge or 
deny the Word of God. That Word 
has been challenged all down the ages, 





but the nearer we come to the time of 
our Lord’s return, the clearer does Ful- 
filled Prophecy bear witness to the Bible 
as the infallible Word of the Living God. 
Dr. J. B. Rowell of Victoria, B. C., has 
written: “God has ruled that two cham- 
pions should enter the field, Archeology 
and Fulfilled Prophecy. Before these 
two champions a whole army of infidel 
objections has been overturned. The 
‘unanswerable criticisms’ of yesterday 
have become the ‘exploded assumptions’ 
of today. Many a ‘last word in scholar- 
ship’ would be regarded as ‘The first 
word in foolishness’ were it to be re- 
peated as sober fact. God’s Word rides 
high above the surging floods, and it 
is our happy lot to live in the day when 
we can place the prophecies given 
twenty-five centuries ago alongside the 
happenings of our own day and see 
how they dovetail together like two 
parts of the same revelation; just as 
the facts of our Lord’s life dove- 
tail into the prophecies given in the 
Old Testament.” 
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Independent Praise 

When should we praise God? When 
should we not praise God? A foreign 
missionary in a far field writes in a 
personal letter to the Editor: “Today 
I am to lead our little weekly prayer 
meeting. I have taken the subject 
‘Praise.’ We are told to praise the Lord 
at all times; and praise him from the 
depths. Personally and locally we have 
much for which to praise him. But 
praise is largely independent of your 
particular situation, isn’t it?” Cer- 
tainly it is! The children of God praise 
him, not because of their circumstances, 
but because of what he is, and because, 
even in the midst of circumstances that 
seem to be all against them, they “know 
that all things work together for good 
to them that love God” (Rom. 8:28). 
When the Psalmist sings, “I will praise 
thy name, O Lord; for it is good” (Psa. 
54:6), we realize that there is never a 
time for not praising God —his name is 
always good. Have we learned the joy 
and privilege of praise that is independ- 
ent of all circumstances? 


The Hand and Its Meaning 


E MAY not always appreciate 
Wie usefulness of our hands, or 
. realize it as we should unless one 

of them is bandaged up, and we have 
to manage without it. The way that 
the hand is designed is also remarkable; 
for the large and strong muscles which 
bend the fingers are not in the fingers 
themselves, but are placed in the fore- 
arm near the elbow; and the fingers are 
bent by tendons or cords attached to 
these muscles, which pass through the 
wrist and across the palm of the hand 
to the fingers. If we do not know this 





This editorial is by W. Bell Dawson, M.A., 
D.Sc., F.R.S. (Canada); Gold Medalist in Geol- 
ogy and Natural Science, McGill University; 
Laureate of the Academy of Sciences, Paris. He 
is the author of two valuable books against 
Evolution: “The Bible Confirmed by Science,” 
and “Evolution Contrasted with Scripture 
Truth.” They may be obtained at $1.50 and 45 
cents respectively (both prices including post- 
age), from the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring 
Garden St., Philadelphia. This editorial may 
also be obtained from the same address in 
pamphlet form at 2 copies for 5 cents, 25 
cents a dozen, and $2 per 100. 


already, we can easily make sure of it 
by feeling those muscles harden when 
we clench our hand. We.reoognize the 
strength which these muscles and ten- 
dons must have, when we can hold up 
the whole weight of our body with our 
fingers bent around a bar, or grasping 
a rope. 

What a remarkable plan it is then, on 
which our hands are constructed. It is 
said of persons who are clumsy that 
their fingers are all thumbs; but how 
much worse than that, if our fingers 
were like thick sausages, as they would 
be if their powerful bending muscles 
had been placed in the fingers them- 
selves! But as it is, the hand, though 
so wonderfully strong, is able to do the 
most delicate work. 

Those who wish us to believe that 
man has descended from some animal 
are more puzzled about the hand than 
almost anything else in the human body. 
For the evolutionist who tries to prove 
this cannot imagine how the hand, with 
all its skill, could have developed from 
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the paw of a beast; nor can he explain 
why this should have happened. For it 
is only a highly intelligent being that 
can make use of an appliance which is 
so remarkably made as the hand. How 
then did its skill begin? The animals 
had no need of it whatever, because 
their paws were already thoroughly fit 
or every purpose in their animal life. 

If, then, the animal neither needed 
aor wanted anything else than what it 
had, why should its paws develop into 
hands? The creature in looking around 
it would not feel any need for hands, or 
wish to have them. It is this lack of 
any reason or cause for such a change 
that troubles evolutionists so much. The 
most candid leaders among them admit 
frankly that no cause can be found; but 


others still seek some uplifting impulse ° 


to produce the change, but they can- 
not reach any conclusion that is gen- 
erally accepted. Nor can they find any 
proof that such a change ever really 
took place. Similar difficulties to these 
are found in regard to many other things 
in the body, if we suppose that they de- 
veloped by evolution. 

If we turn to the animals themselves, 
we find no creature today which gives 
the least sign that it wants to do some- 
thing which it cannot now do with its 
hoofs or its feet or its paws as they 
are. They use these for walking; some 
also for holding their food while eating 
it; others to seize their prey; others 
again to climb trees to reach their food, 
and so on. For some of these purposes, 
long claws are also very helpful. If we 
think this all out, we can see that the 
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Dr. Bauman's Series 


The next and eighth article in 
Dr. Bauman’s series on Bible Proph- 
ecy will be published in next week’s 
issue; a telegram from Dr. Bauman 
just before closing this issue reads: 

AIRMAILING SPECIAL ARTICLE ON 
EARTHQUAKES BECAUSE OF ‘TURKISH 
QUAKES. THINK IT SHOULD GO AHEAD 
OF ANYTHING ELSE IN SERIES. 


After that Dr. Bauman will show, 
in several articles, “Why the Rap- 
ture of the Church Must Be Very 
Near.” Still other articles of vital 
interest will follow those. 














Creator has provided his creatures with 
all that they need for their various ways 
of life; and without lack or want which 
calls for change or improvement. 

Also, on the whole, the hand is a con- 
trast to all this. For man, by being up- 
right, keeps his hands off the ground, 
and does not coarsen them and make 
them unfit for fine work by walking 
on them. This at once shows that hands 
are meant for higher uses; although no 
doubt we can also use our hands in the 
simpler ways to which the animals are 
wholly limited. For the capabilities of 
the human hand, under the guidance of 
the eye and the mind of man, are cer- 
tainly remarkable. We need only recall 
such things as embroidery and other 
needlework, engraving, jewelry, and 


(Continued on page 29) 
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Do the Righteous 
Never Beg Bread ? 


A long time ago you quoted Psalm 37: 
25, and your comment on it was to the 
effect that it did not mean that the right- 
eous were not forsaken or that the seed 
of the righteous never begged bread. As 
a proof of your position you used the 
illustration of the Armenians suffering 
during the Turkish persecution. The text 
plainly states: ‘Yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging 
bread.” I believe it means what it says. 
—A Colorado reader. 


And so does THe SunpDAY ScHOOL TIMES. 
When David by inspiration wrote his 
Psalms, he spoke the truth! The whole 
Bible is the Word of God, as true and 
infallible as the character and person 
of God himself. 

But it is important to remember that, 
as sound students of the Bible well 
know, this inspired Book gives us dis- 
pensational truth as well as eternal truth. 
That is, there are commands in Scrip- 
ture, coming directly from God, which 


were his commands for his people in 
one age or dispensation of time, and 
which are not his commands for his 
people in another age or dispensation. 
And there are promises given by God 
for his people in one age that are plainly 
not intended for his people in another 
age. 

For example, God’s Word gives us 
commandments and promises spoken to 
his people Israel while they were under 
the law, during the whole age or dis- 
pensation of law, which are not binding 
upon his people the Church in this pres- 
ent age of grace, who “are not under the 
law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14). Thus 
when God gave Israel the sabbath law, 
commanding that the day be observed as 
a day of complete rest, he commanded: 
“And whatsoever soul it be that doeth 
any work in that same day, the ‘same 
soul will I destroy from among his peo- 
ple” (Lev. 23:30). The children of Israel, 
later on, “found a man that gathered 
sticks upon the sabbath day.” They 
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brought him to Moses and Aaron, “and 
the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall 
be surely put to death: all the congrega- 
tion shall stone him with stones without 
the camp. And all the congregation 
brought him without the camp, and 
stoned him with stones, and he died; 
as the Lord commanded Moses” (Num. 
15: 32-36). Should that law be enforced 
in the Church of Christ today? The 
New Testament plainly shows that it is 
not God’s will that it should be; like 
many other Old Testament laws it was 
for a people under the law, and not for 
a people under grace. 

So of certain promises God gave Is- 
rael under the law, which he does not 
give the Church under grace. Many of 
these had to do with temporal, physical, 
earthly blessings that were covenanted 
to Israel while ‘she obeyed the law in 
the land that God gave her. He prom- 
ised to keep the Israelites from physical 
diseases if they would “diligently 
hea. Ken to the voice of the Lord” (Exod. 
15:26). Psalm 91 is another Old Testa- 
ment Scripture which declares God’s 
promise that his people shall be kept 
from “pestilence,” from “the terror by 
night” and “the arrow that flieth by day,” 
and “the destruction that wasteth at 
noonday.” “There shall no evil befall 
thee, neither shall any plague come nigh 
thy dwelling,” and “With long life will 
I satisfy him.” This is one of the many 
Psalms written primarily for Israel in the 
dispensation of law, in their literal mean- 
ing and application, and not to be taken 
as literal promises to the Christian in 
the age of grace. Are Christian people 
never afflicted with bodily illness, ~ even 
those who are living lives of full sur- 
render to the Lord and in unquestioning 
trust in him? Did not godly Christian 
people die in the world-wide “pestilence” 
of the “flu” of 1918? Do true, conse- 
crated Christians always live to a ripe 
old age, or are they sometimes taken 
home to be with the Lord early in their 
lives? 

As Dr. Scofield says in his introduction 
to the Book of Psalms in his Reference 
Bible: “The promises of the Psalms are 
primarily Jewish, and suited to a people 
under the law, but are spiritually true in 
Christian experience also, in the sense 
that they disclose the mind of God, and 
the exercises of his heart toward those 
who are perplexed, afflicted, or cast 
down. The imprecatory Psalms are the 
cry of the oppressed in Israel for justice 
—a cry appropriate and right in the 
earthly people of God, and based upon 
a distinct promise in the Abrahamic 
Covenant (Gen. 15); but a cry unsuited 
to the Church, a heavenly people who 
have taken their place with a rejected 
and crucified Christ (Luke 9: 52-55) .” 

In Psalm 37 David makes a personal. 
autobiographical statement, which is not 
quoted in its entirety by the Colorado 
reader. David says: “I have been 
young, and now am old; yet have I not 

(Continued on page 37) 
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Their misunderstanding concerning His redeeming work 


Spe ae 
For What Messiah Were the Jews Looking? 


By Wilbur M. Smith,-D.D. 
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our- era, not even all Jews in 

Palestine, were hoping and look- 
ing- for the Messiah, just as today not 
all Christians, not even all those in 
evangelical churches, are looking with 
any eagerness for the return of the Lord 
Jesus. Among those in Palestine who 
were, if we may use the phrase, Mes- 
sianically-minded, the conceptions of the 
Messiah they looked for varied greatly. 


N= all Jews in the first century of 


Few Expected the Redeemer 


While it is true that among the more 
spiritual Jews of the time of our Lord’s 
advent there was a general and fervent 
expectancy as regards the appearance of 
the Messiah, it is too often forgotten 
that great multitudes of Jews, particu- 
larly of the Dispersion, gave practically 
no thought to the coming of a Redeemer. 
There is no mention of a Messianic hope 
in any of the books of the Apocrypha. 
Philo, the famous Jewish Hellenistic phi- 
losopher, writing in the first half of the 
first century of our era, has some vague 
phrases about a time of Messianic resto- 
ration, but loses sight of the person of 
the Messiah. Josephus, the great Jew- 
ish historian, writing in the last half 
of the same century, makes no reference 
to the Messiah. I am not denying that 
Jewish apocalyptic literature of the first 
century before Christ did have many 
references to the Messiah--I am only 
indicating where this hope was not re- 
corded. The Sadducees had, of course, 
long given up any such hope. Canon 
Westcott makes the significant state- 


- ment that “while the poor and simple 


‘guileless Israelites,’ rude Galileans, 
fiery zealots, clung severally to some 
peculiar Messianic hope, those Jews who 
had been brought into closer connec- 
tion with Greek literature or Roman 
dominion seemed to have looked on the 
popular belief as exaggerated or ground- 
less fanaticism.”1 (Incidentally, the 
Messiah did come! The learned were 
wrong, and the peasant folk right. That 
will be repeated, in part, in the Second 
Advent of our Lord.) 

Because the Jews were humiliatingly 
subject to Rome, having lost their politi- 
cal independence after the final failure 
of the stirring Maccabean revolt, prob- 
ably most of those in Israel who were 
eagerly looking for the Messiah con- 
ceived of him as a Deliverer, a King, 
and in this hope they were encouraged 
by the Old Testament Scriptures. The 
wise men from the East asked, “Where 
is he that is born King of the Jews?” 
(Matt. 2:2.) After the feeding of the 


On January 28, thousands of Sunday 
school superintendents, teachers, and 
scholars, will study together the 
Triumphal Entry of the Lord Jesus 
into Jerusalem, recorded in Matthew 
21:1-16.. Most Bible students are 
familiar with the fact that the Jews 
living at the time of Christ’s birth 
were expecting a powerful king, yet 
many do not realize just what were 
the grounds for this expectation. 
With a thoroughness characteristic 
of the writer, this article sets forth 
a number of reasons why they were 
looking forward to a mighty king- 
dom, which would be established as 
soon as the Messiah appeared. This 
is a valuable side light on. the Inter- 
national Uniform lesson discussed in 
this issue. Dr. Smith is a teacher 
in the Department of English Bible 
at the Moody Bible Institute, the 
editor of the well-known “Peloubet’s 
Select Notes on the Sunday School 
Lessons,” and the author of a re- 
cently published and very useful 
volume entitled, “Profitable Bible 
Study.” 








five thousand, we read that the people 
“were about to come and take him by 
force, to make him king” (John 6:15). 
The question as to whether Christ was 
or was not the King of the Jews, was 
one of the major issues in his trial on 
Friday of Passion Week (Matt. 27:11, 
29, 37, 42; Mark 15:2, 9, 12, 18, 26, 32; 
John 19:14-21; etc.). Even after his 
resurrection, the disciples asked their 
Lord, “Dost thou at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6.) 
Generally speaking, the Jews of Christ’s 
time “dwelt more and more eagerly upon 
the pictures of the Messiah’s world-wide 
conquest and imperial sway,— they 
looked for a Jewish Alexander or for 
a Jewish Cesar.” 2 


The Line of David in Prophecy 


Closely akin to the hope of a Deliverer 
was the general conviction, justified by 
many Old Testament Scriptures, that 
the Messiah was to be of the line of 
David. Many Jews hearing Christ’s re- 
markable discourse at the Feast of 
Tabernacles, in debating whether or not 
he was the true Messiah, rightly asked, 
“Hath not the Scripture said that the 
Christ cometh of the seed of David, and 
from Bethlehem, the village where Da- 
vid was?” (John 7:42; see also the state- 
ment of our Lord, Mark 12:35.) Many 
who saw his miracles, believing him 


to be the Messiah, called him the Son of 
David (Matt. 9:27; 15:22; 20:30, 31; 12: 
23; and parallels). Especially was this 
conviction manifest on the part of the 
people at Christ’s triumphal entry, on 
Sunday before his crucifixion (Matt. 21: 
9, 15; etc.). 

Because of the remarkable Messianic 
prophecy given to Moses (Deut. 18:15- 
18), that God would raise up a prophet 
like unto him, many of the more spir- 
itually minded in Israel looked for one 
who would indeed perfectly declare the 
will of God, a hope frequently reappear- 
ing in the Gospel narratives. John the 
Baptist was at first thought by some to 
be “the prophet” (John 1:21, 25). The 
pitiable woman of Samaria knew that 
when Christ should come “he will de- 
clare unto us all things” (John 4:25). 
Some, hearing Christ at the Feast of 
the Tabernacles, insisted, “This is of a 
truth the prophet” (John 7:40). At the 
triumphal entry, the multitudes said, 
“This is the prophet, Jesus, from Naz- 
areth of Galilee” (Matt. 21:11). In this 
they were also right. 


Looking for the Forerunner 


At the Feast of Tabernacles (and it 
is quite a new revelation to the author 
of this article, how many Jewish con- 
ceptions of the Messiah are to be dis- 
covered in this one chapter of John’s 
Gospel), a strange statement was made, 
yet one which we know reflected the 
belief of many regarding the Messiah 
to come — “When the Christ cometh, no 
one knoweth whence he is” (John 7:27). 
“That the Christ should be the son of 
some common father and mother, whom 
everybody knew, seemed incredible. 
That he should be the eternal Son of 
God was a stage beyond their concep- 
tions. It was a tradition among the Jews 
that the Messiah, though born in Bethle- 
hem, should remain unknown until Eli- 
jah came and revealed him to himself 
and to his people.” 3 

It was the common belief of all Jews 
of Christ’s time who had any hope at 
all of a Messiah, that his advent would 
be preceded by Elijah returning to the 
earth as the Messiah’s forerunner (Matt. 
11:14; 17:10-12; Mark 9:11-13; 6:15; Mal. 
3:1; 4:5, 6; John 1:21, 25). The Old 
Testament prophecies from which they 
derived such a belief were fulfilled, in 
a preliminary way, in the work of John 
the Baptist; they await a complete and 
final fulfillment when our Lord returns 
in glory. 

The New Testament also reveals to us 
the existence in Israel at that time of 
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some who were looking for a Messiah 
who would deliver the nation from its 
sins, who would reveal a fuller knowl- 
edge of God’s will, and would emphasize 
a kingdom of righteousness.4 Simeon 
was one who was “looking for the con- 
solation of Israel,” and knew, when he 
held the babe Jesus in his arms, that 
this child was “set for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel; and for a 
sign which is spoken against” (Luke 2: 
25, 34). Aged Anna, when she saw the 
child, “spake of him to all them that 
were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). It was said 
of Joseph of Arimathza that he “was 
looking for the kingdom of God” (Luke 
23:51). It would seem that when the 
disciples on the Emmaus road confessed 
that they had once hoped that the Lord 
“was he who should redeem Israel” 
(Luke 24:21), their conception of the 
Messiah’s work was primarily a spir- 
itual one.5 

The one great blank in the Messianic 
hope of most of those who were living 
in Israel at the time of our Lord’s Ad- 
vent was this: they apparently had no 
conception at all of the necessity for 
his sufferings and death, and therefore 
had no idea of his resurrection. In the 
New Testament it is “revealed in the 
most ingenuous, unconscious manner 
what an effort the apostles found it to 
believe in a suffering and humiliated 
Christ, and also that repugnance to such 
an idea was the greatest difficulty they 
had to encounter in preaching to their 
countrymen. Evidently it was an en- 
tirely new thought to them when they 
discovered predictions of the Messiah’s 





1Brooke Foss Westcott: “Introduction to 
the Study of the Gospels.”’ American edition. 
Boston. 1862. P. 148. (Westcott’s treatment of 
this entire subject is unusually fine.) 

2H. P. Liddon: “The Divinity of Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Second edition. 
London. 1868. P. 91. 

%George Reith: “The Gospel According to 
St. John.” Edinburgh. P. 128. 

*See, e. g., Vincent Henry Stanton: “The 
Jewish and the Christian Messiah.’”’ Edinburgh. 
1886. P. 134. (A notable piece of scholarship, 
worth careful study.) 

SGodet says: “The people were divided 
imto three parties: the Pharisees expected an 
outward triumph for the Messiah; the Sad- 
ducees expected nothing; between them were 


' the true faithful, who expected deliverance, 


who cried for all the abominations of Jeru- 
salem (Ezek. 9)."". “Commentary on Luke.” 
American edition. P. 89. 

*V. H. Stanton, as above, pp. 122-125, 129. 
See also his article, “‘Messiah,”” in Hasting’s 
“Dictionary of the Bible,” Volume III, pp. 352- 
357. R. C. H. Lenski, in his exceptionally rich 
“Interpretation of Luke’s Gospel’? (Columbus, 
Ohio, 1934), goes so far as to suggest that in 
the use of the word “redeem” in Luke 24:21, 
there is sound reason for believing that ‘“‘inas- 
much as’ the price for deliverance from sin 
is always blood-sacrifice, these disciples 
thought that in spite of his death, and rer- 
haps through his death, Jesus would ransom 
Israel. Just how the ransoming would be 
effected, and just what release it would buy 
for Israel, was not clear to the two disciples, 
could not be. But they were right that it 
would be a ransoming, only their hope was 
dying because Jesus lay dead, to remain dead” 
@®. 745). 
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sufferings in the Old Testament. ‘Their 
eyes wcre opened to understand the 
Scriptures.’”@ See, in confirmation of 
this, such striking passages as Matthew 
16:21, 22 (and parallels); Mark 9:31, 32; 
Luke 24:25-27; 1 Corinthians 1:23. The 
one primary work which Christ came 
to do, to die for the sins of the world, 
was the one aspect of Messianic truth 
of which scarce anyone in Israel at that 
time had any conception at all. 

I think among others, we can draw 
at least three conclusions, as we con- 
clude this brief study, from the evi- 
dence presented. One is this: our Lord’s 
work on earth, and his conception of 
that work, were not determined by the 
Messianic hopes of his day; at his first 
advent he did not attempt to establish 
a literal kingdom on earth, as Israel 
expected he would; his whole ministry 
emphasized the pre-eminent significance 
of his sacrificial death, and this scarcely 
anyone in Israel at the time could even 
comprehend. Christ’s entire mission 
was in conformity to the will of God 
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who sent him, and according to the Holy 
Scriptures which had been written by 
the prophets who preceded him. 

A second conclusion is this: because 
Israel misinterpreted her holy writings, 
and took many of her conceptions of 
the Messiah from uninspired writings, 
she refused to recognize Jesus as the 
Messiah when he came, and finally put 
him to death. 

The final consequence of rejecting 
the true Messiah was that from that 
time on Israel was being continually de- 
ceived by false Messiahs. It is very 
significant that Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
in his scholarly work, “A History of 
Messianic Speculation in Israel” (New 
York, 1927), finds the first of the false 
Messiahs to be Theudas, about A. D. 
44, and admits that it was with the 
destruction of the Temple, and the Dis- 
rersion, that “Messianism assumes pre- 
eminence in the national consciousness.” 
Turning from the truth, it inevitably 
follows, both with Jew and Gentile, that 
men turn to fables. 








Concluding the study of the balance of 
nature, and its witness to God's wisdom 








Mistakes God Did Not Make 


By B. H. Shadduck, Ph.D. 














the plane of its orbit is tilted at 

an angle of 23.5 degrees, thus mak- 
ing the sun appear to come north in 
summer and go south in winter, giv- 
ing us four seasons in the temperate 
zones. If it had been tilted 45 degrees, 
the temperate zones would have torrid- 
zone heat in summer and frigid-zone 
cold in winter. If the axis were vertical 
to the plane of the orbit, January and 
July would have the same climate, and 
ice would accumulate until the seas 
would be either dry salt beds or too 
salty for marine life. If the axis of 
the earth were horizontal to the plane 
of its orbit, the earth would be a crazy 
jumble of fierce heat and deadly cold, 
with prolonged night on one-half of ‘the 
earth and prolonged day on the other 
half. It is doubtful if any life could 
withstand the extremes. 

The moon goes round the earth, al- 
ways presenting the same side to the 
earth. If the earth did not spin on its 
axis, but always presented the same 
hemisphere to the sun, the earth would 
be as dead as the moon. The planet 
Mercury does not spin and astronomers 
calculate that on one side it is hot 
enough to melt lead and on the other 
side it is severely cold. From this we 
may reason that, if the earth did not 
revolve, no life would be possible on 
either side. 

The speed of the earth around the sun 
could be slower or faster. Astronomers 


Tt axis of the earth in relation to 


say that if it went slower, it would be 
drawn nearer the sun and all life would 
be destroyed. By the same reasoning, 
if it went faster it would go farther from 
the sun and be a frozen world. 

“The fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God.” 

Our sun is one of the smallest stars 
in the universe, but it is exactly big 
enough and far enough away. No one 
knows exactly how much heat comes to 
the earth from the sun, because we do 
not know how cold the earth would be 
without the sun. From absolute zero up 
to the heat under the direct rays of 
the sun would be over 600 degrees. If 
we take that as a basis, 5 per cent more 
or less heat would ruin the world. Thirty 
degrees more heat would roast meat 
under a glass cover under direct rays 
of the sun. Thirty degrees less heat 
would usher in~a glacial age 

If the sun were smaller, cooler, or 
farther way, a 5 per cent mistake would 
not be much for a scientist to make, but 
too much for a God to make. 

Moons are somewhat commonplace in 
our solar system. Saturn has nine, and 
the latest report credits Jupiter with 
thirteen. Romantic people may feel that 
earth has been discriminated against, but 
a mistake in the number of moons, or in 
the size and distance of the one we have, 
might be disastrous. If the moon were 
half as far away, or twice its present 
diameter, great tides would wreck most 
of our harbors, submerge low-lying 
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islands and coastal plains, and drive in- 
land a hundred miles on some rivers. 
Some, who “love darkness rather than 
light,” would prefer to have no moon 
or one much smaller or farther away. 
Such a moon would not raise sufficient 
tides to cleanse our harbors. 

That all the adjustments of distance, 
size, altitude, temperature, revolutions, 
poise, and behavior of the elements hap- 
pened by chance is as unlikely as to 
suppose that a blind printer, not under- 
standing our language, standing before 
cases of type, would set up by chance 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg address. 

The credulity of atheists is amazing. 

It is impossible for thoughtful people 
to observe the cruelty in nature and be- 
lieve that a God of love and pity plan- 
ned it that way. A careless Creator 
might have left man to wonder why he 
designed such a carnival of slaughter 
as “nature red in tooth and claw,” but 
God did not make that mistake. He 
saved our faith in his goodness by dis- 
avowing all responsibility when “all 
flesh . . corrupted their way upon 
the earth” (Gen. 6:12, R. V.). Without 
the sixth chapter of Genesis it would 
be difficult to reconcile the pity of God 
with the cruelty of nature. 


Mutual Destruction 


After earth-life went wrong, the de- 
stroyers would have destroyed other liv- 
ing things and then have starved to 
death; but God set destroyers destroying 
destroyers, else would life have ceased 
on the earth long ago. Vegetation could 
not long survive if no enemies held 
worms and insects in check. It was a 
wise God who set the blood tempera- 
ture of birds higher than mammals, thus 
making more food-fuel necessary. In 
the case of insect-eating toads, frogs, 
and bats, because of hibernation they 
must eat enough in six months to sus- 
tain them for a year. Some birds de- 
stroy their own weight of pestiferous 
insects and larva in one day. A pair 
of wrens will destroy more foes of man 
in a day than a man could kill with a 
club in a month. Less hungry insect- 
eaters would be a disaster. It would be 
quite impossible for man. to provide win- 
ter quarters for these friends, so God 
sends the birds south, and bats, frogs, 
lizards, and toads into hibernation. 

Men who are willing to relieve God 
from overwork in the past have adopted, 
in lieu of a Creator, an abstraction 
called Evolution. I have not been able 
to keep up with the frequent revisions 
of this hypothesis, but its sponsors credit 
it with having given diversity of form 
and equipment to a million kinds of 
animals. If it has done all that is 
claimed for it, then it has manifested 
a sagacity that rivals Deity. If it has 
originated the pitiless horrors of nature, 
then it has manifested a cruelty that 
rivals the prince of demons. 

Destructive forms of life must be held 
in check. Evolution is assumed to have 
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worked very leisurely, taking thousands 
of years to make noticeable changes. 
Yet if insect destroyers of vegetation had 
arrived ten years before their destroyers, 
earth would have been a desert. If crea- 
tures evolved haphazard, some creature 
would have evolved an equipment en- 
abling it to kill or starve all others. The 
skunk has an equipment that makes it 
immune from the attack of all informed 
neighbors, but it has a colossal stupid- 
ity, and is so restricted in diet and speed 
that its multiplication beyond narrow 
limits would mean starvation. 

For every item of equipment that en- 
ables any animal to threaten the exist- 
ence of its neighbors, there is some 
hazard or handicap that prevents it from 
doing so. 


Be Thankful Rabbits Are Defenceless 


I have never known a buzzard to be 
killed intentionally by any other crea- 
ture, yet buzzards are so restricted in 
their diet that they are comparatively 
scarce. On the other hand, quail out- 
number buzzards a thousand to one, 
though they are hunted by many killers. 

If the annual birth rate of any group 
of animals exceeded the death rate by 
only 1 per cent for 1,500 years, that 
group would be multiplied by more than 
a million, and competitors would be 
crowded out. Would any blind force or 
unreasoning “law” preserve such a deli- 
cate balance? 

Suppose the rabbit, in addition to its 
present equipment, evolved the quills 
of the porcupine, the artillery of the 
polecat, or the fangs of a viper. Poten- 
tially, ten rabbits in ten years might 
multiply to fifty billion, and not be more 
prolific than some I have owned. If 
unchecked by destroyers, they would 
multiply until every edible plant was 
eaten, and then litter the land with their 
bones. Ask the people of Australia. 
Years ago a few rabbits were left on 
an island in the South Sea, where they 
had no natural enemies. In a few years 
there was left on the island neither 
plant nor rabbit —only their bones, 

If crows had the speed and talons of 
a falcon, or progeny as numerous and 
easily cared for as pheasants, most other 
bird neighbors would speedily disappear. 

Grasshoppers sometimes darken the 
sky with uncounted millions, and by any 
law of mathematics that multiplies in- 
sects by eggs, there should be ten times 
as many next year; but usually there 
are not a tenth as many. All destroyers 
have hazards and handicaps, for which 
we may well give thanks. 

Blind force never hung a handicap 
on any creature to preserve a balance, 
and without such handicaps evolution 
would destroy itself. 

There are so-called gospels that would 
defeat themselves in their realization. 
Some missions have been more con- 
cerned with health than with holiness. 
As a result of their benevolent minis- 
trations, more pagans are born than are 


* 25 


saved. Thoughtful people are beginning 
to suspect that scientific paganism may 
destroy the peace of the world. 

There is a charity that breeds loafers; 
there is a mercy ‘that fosters crime; there 
is a pacifism that invites piracy and 
brigandage; there is a social program that 
penalizes the frugal and puts a bonus 
on profligacy. God made no such mis- 
take. He never planned that health, 
peace, or prosperity would be the heri- 
tage of families or nations that defy him. 

Many kind-hearted people, with a 
pitying concern for the underprivileged, 
have been misled by movements that 
undertake to save people with soap, 
soup, salve, social security, and scholar- 
ship. No Christian can be indifferent 
to the poverty, hardship, or sickness of 
anyone, but God’s plan is that minister- 
ing to the physical needs of the unsaved 
shall be an incentive to repentance. 

“The goodness of God leadeth ... 
to repentance.” Any ministration that 
convinces the sinner that sin is not so 
bad after all; any preaching that urges 
sinners to “cheer up” rather than re- 
pent, is not God’s Gospel. Alas, there 
are many who would usher in Utopia by 
giving more pay for less work, having 
more spending and less earning, more 
culture and less restraint, more revelry 
and fewer headaches. That sort of gos- 
pel is more concerned with a man’s din- 
ner than with his deliverance from sin. 
It is called successful if its joiners re- 
spect themselves, even if they do not 
respect God. God never sent anyone on 
a mission of appeasement to coax recal- 
citrant sinners to be respectable and 
never mind God. 


The Futility of a Poultice 


Briefly stated, the aims of many de- 
vout and devoted people are to abolish 
war, pestilence, famine, poverty, domes- 
tic disruption, and health-destroying 
habits. Every informed Christian shares 
with God the desire to banish these evils 
by stopping the cause. Any “gospel” 
that puts a poultice on the symptoms, 
leaving the heart unregenerate,. defeats 
itself, 

One of the high priests of this creed 
was none other than the famous agnostic 
who was current in my youth. He 
reached the high watermark of Social 
Gospel and mathematical folly when he 
said, “If I had been God, I would havz 
made health catching instead of sick- 
awe" 

This saying was much applauded. 
Let us see how it would work out. 

Suppose, during the lifetime of Me- 
thuselah, Utopian conditions had pre- 
vailed. What sort of funeral can you 
visualize for a man dying when he was 
969 years old? Assuming that he mar- 
ried when twenty-one years old, how 
many descendants would there be to 
mourn his passing? A family of such 
hardy stock, if free from all the ills that 
social gospelers would abolish, would 
double oftener than every twenty years. 
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Many records of early pioneers prove 
that this is a modest estimate. Why not 
pause long enough to register your guess 
as to how many descendants there would 
be? If your guess is wrong, it may em- 
phasize the need of theological semi- 
naries teaching simple mathematics. 

To expedite the leave-taking, let us, 
in our imagination, march the mourners 
past the bier in ranks of 1,000, — say with 
500 on each side. Let them pass at the 
rate of 2,000 ranks an hour and keep 
it up for ten hours each day except 
Sundays. Because some may be too old, 
or too young, or expecting company, let 
us excuse one-fifth of the clan from the 
funeral. 

How long will it take for four-fifths 
of them to pass? 

If the family doubled every twenty 
years, there would be time for forty- 
seven doubles with eight years to spare. 
Start with two (Mr. and Mrs. Methuse- 
lah) and double the number 47.4 times, 
and you get 393,000,000,000,000 (round 
numbers). 

And today, after more than 4,200 years, 
they will not yet have passed the bier, 
but will have 46,000 years yet to go, 
though three times the present popula- 
tion of the world passed every year. 
There would be enough descendants of 
Methuselah to fill 191,000 worlds as ours 
is filled. If Methuselah had more than 
one wife, if twins were numerous, if 
the children and grandchildren married 
outside the family, these figures would 
be too small. But I forbear! If you 
cannot see the hopelessness of any “gos- 
pel” that promises a birth rate greater 
than the death rate, then ditch the 
arithmetic along with the Bible. 

If the agnostic had said he would 
make folly more contagious than com- 
mon sense, it would have been true. 

God did not make any mistake. With 
exceedingly few exceptions, man is the 
least prolific of any creature. What a 
world of horrors it would have been if 
most human babies were twins! 

How would a God who makes no mis- 
takes have taken care of the multiplying 
population if man had not sinned? He 
has not told us, but he could have taken 
care of all as he took care of Methuselah’s 
father, by translation. Many people be- 
lieve that God put man on earth to pre- 
pare him for Heaven. If that is true, 
God could have discontinued earth pro- 
bation when Heaven was full, or he 
could have discontinued the marriage 
relation. Certainly, he has a future for 
his saints where “they neither marry, 
nor are given in marriage.” These were 
the words spoken to the Sadducees who 
sought to trap the Lord Jesus into in- 
consistency. On that occasion he lo- 
cated the cause of most doctrinal errors 
when he said, “Ye do err, not knowing 
the scriptures, nor the power of God.” 

Read the third chapter of Genesis and 
note that after man sinned he was sent 
out of the garden, “lest he put forth his 
hand, and take also of the tree of life, 
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and eat, and live for ever.” If you want a 
mathematical nightmare, try to imagine 
a deathless world filled with multiplying 
sinners! God made no mistake; it is 
better for man to be mortal, seeking to 
escape sin and death, than to be immor- 
tal and bored with God. 

Young people, hoping to carve out for 
themselves a career and be self-made 
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men and women, will do well to reflect 
that not one in a thousand achieves hu- 
man greatness, and that for those who 
do, the dust heaps of buried nations are 
the boundaries of human ambitions. 
Why not team up with God, who makes 
no mistakes? Those who are “his work- 
manship” outlast the stars. 
ASHTABULA, OHIO. 








An American pastor's impressions of 
the work since the war began 








The Belgian Gospel Mission Carries On 


By John H. Mc Comb, D.D. 














This is the second and concluding article in which Dr. Mc Comb, pastor of the Broadway 
Presbyterian Church, New York City, tells of his visit to Belgium in September. The 
article gives interesting glimpses of the steady work of evangelization carried on by the 


Mission, in spite of increasing difficulties. 


The American office is at 325 N. 13th 


Street, Philadelphia, and Dr. Charles G. Trumbull is Treasurer. 


Antwerp we phoned Dr. Vansteen- 

berghe in Brussels, and scarcely were 
we established in the Grand Hotel, when 
Dr. Vansteenberghe, together with Mr. 
and Mrs. Miner Stearns of the Mission 
arrived from Brussels to welcome us. 

We have heard many prayers of 
thanksgiving and offered many our- 
selves in time past, but we never at- 
tended a more joyous prayer meeting 
than the impromptu one in our room in 
the Grand Hotel in Antwerp that day. 
There was a joy and a fervency in all 
the prayers that is sometimes lacking 
when we thank God for blessings re- 
ceived. The consciousness of his good- 
ness in keeping us safe through nearly 
four thousand miles of ocean, and espe- 
cially in the war zone, made us rejoice 
to praise him, who had indeed proved 
himself to be “a God of deliverances” 
(Psa. 68:20, R. V.). 

Dr. Vansteenberghe and the Stearns 
had been extremely anxious, for two 
weeks had passed without a word re- 
garding our ship. It was just as though 
the Jean Jadot had been sunk “without 
a trace.” A few hours before we had 
been compelled to anchor off the Eng- 
lish coast by the British Contraband 
Control, we had sent a radio to the 
Mission stating that we hoped to reach 
Antwerp the following day. Then our 
radio was sealed, and we remained vir- 
tual prisoners for two weeks. The 
American Consul in Brussels had tried 
to quiet the fears of the Mission by 
telling them that he thought in all prob- 
ability we were anchored in the Downs, 
but he had no proof of the fact. 

The morning following our landing at 
Antwerp we had still more reason for 
thankfulness, because the Belgian Line 
agreed to make room for us on the Jean 
Jadot’s return voyage to America at the 
end of the week, even though the ship 
we were supposed to have returned on 
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was sunk. Here was a glorious answer 
to prayer! Our quarters coming home 
were just as comfortable as those going 
over. 

The matter of our passage home being 
settled, we drove to Brussels and were 
quartered most comfortably in the Mis- 
sion headquarters building at 7 Rue 
Moniteur. The Winstons entertained us 
delightfully. Anyone who has the slight- 
est doubt as to the difference between 
the characters of true believers in Jesus 


.Christ, and those who do not believe, 


ought to visit the Winstons and the 
Vansteenberghes and the Stearns in Bel- 
gium. More earnest and delightful peo- 
ple could not be found anywhere, and all 
because of their sincere faith in Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour and their desire 
to please him. 

While in Brussels we had the privilege 
of speaking,—through interpreters of . 
course,—to the group of students at 
the Mission headquarters. Dr. Vansteen- 
berghe translated sentence by sentence 
into Flemish, and Mr. Stearns translated 
into French for the benefit of those who 
only spoke that language. These last 
were seated in a circle around him at 
the rear of the room, looking for all the 
world like an earnest boys’ class in an 
American Sunday school. It is easy to 
speak through interpreters, because you 
have plenty of time to plan your 
next sentence. A few of the stu- 
dents and teachers understood enough 
English to know what we were saying 
before it was translated. In the opening 
of the assembly the old hymn, “Count 
Your Many Blessings,” was sung, and we 
could distinctly hear three languages 
being used, French, Flemish, and Eng- 
lish. They blended like parts in music. 

Seldom have we seen as earnest a 
group of young men as at that assem- 
bly. They are in training for real mis- 
sionary service, for later on we visited 
little chapels in other cities in Belgium 
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where faithful men, trained in the Mis- 
sion, are preaching Christ amid great 
difficulties, and yet with amazing re- 
sults. 

Belgium is nominally about 98 per 
cent Roman Catholic, but multitudes do 
not attend any church, nor have any 
knowledge whatever of the Bible, or the 
way of salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ who was crucified for our sins. 
It is among these people that the Bel- 
gian Gospel Mission is doing such a 
great work. The workers in the little 
chapels are not content to preach to 
those who come to their services week 
after week, but go out regularly to the 
market places and conduct preaching 
services there. Glorious results have 
been obtained through these sermons in 
the market places, particularly in Brus- 
sels, Antwerp, Bruges, and Ghent. On 
one occasion a man from a little town 
was converted, and so filled with a de- 
sire to do something for his newly found 
Lord that he went to his village and 
built a chapel on land of his own, with 
the help of his neighbors, and now regu- 
lar services are conducted there for a 
loyal congregation. 

We visited an earnest French-speaking 
congregation that meets in a fine audi- 
torium in the Mission building in Brus- 
sels. It was a Wednesday night and the 
room was full. Again Dr. Vansteen- 
berghe did the translating. He is a 
wonderful linguist, for he is equally at 
home in Flemish, French, or English, 
and has a good working knowledge of 
German. 

One of the most interesting trips was 
to Ghent where we saw the old castle 
of the Counts of Flanders, and the medi- 
eval guild houses with their storied roofs 
along the placid canals. Also ye saw 
an old Protestant church dating from 
1544, Its pews were high and hard, like 
old-fashioned school benches in rural 
America, and in front of each pew ran 
a long, high desk like those found in 
post offices. On the desk in front of 
each seat was a great Bible with brass 
clamps. The Book was as large as an 
unabridged dictionary. The edition was 
printed in 1765, I think. Seventy-two 
ministers who had served the church 
were listed on a tablet. There were 
gaps in the list, which spoke mutely of 
periods of persecution when the church’s 
organization had been maintained but 
when it was not possible to conduct 
services openly or have a regular pas- 
tor. Some of the ministers on the long 
list had been martyred. Alas, the church, 
like many of the older Protestant 
churches in Belgium, has a Modernist as 
pastor. These Modernists are a great 
hindrance to evangelical work in Bel- 
gium. It is difficult to make the people 
see that there are two kinds of Protes- 
tants: those who believe God’s Word, 
and those who do not. Would that all 
- who preach everywhere did believe the 
Word! What a glorious difference it 
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would make here in America as well 
as in Belgium and everywhere else ! 

In Ghent we also visited the magnifi- 
cent building that the Belgian Gospel 
Mission bought some time ago for a 
mere song in the best possible location 
for such work. The first floor has a fine 
bookroom, with a show window in which 
open Bibles are exhibited, together with 
tracts and mottoes that cannot fail to 
attract the attention of the passer-by. The 
second floor has a splendid auditorium, 
capable of seating two hundred or more 
people. The minister, Mr. Van Lierop, 
and his family live on the top floor. 
Ghent is one of the places where the 
market place preaching has been par- 
ticularly blessed. 

Another real outpost of the Lord’s 
work was visited at Tirlemont, where, in 
a rented two-story house, a loyal little 
congregation meets week after week, and 
where Christ is faithfully preached by 
a young man trained in the Mission Bible 
Institute at Brussels. His wife was 
formerly a secretary of the Mission staff. 
These two brave young people are giv- 
ing a powerful testimony to Jesus Christ 
and the power of his blood in a region 
where nothing of the kind is heard from 
other sources, 

All Belgium is dotted with these 
chapels and preaching stations belonging 
to the Mission, and from which faithful 
and effective testimony to Christ is be- 
ing given. You find them in tiny vil- 
lages and in the great cities. Despite 
the poverty of the people, the Mission 
encourages the little congregations to be 
self-supporting and the majority are. 
But a heavy burden rests upon the Mis- 
sion for the establishment of new work, 
the training of.recruits, and the supple- 
menting of the salaries of those ministers 
whose churches are absolutely unable 
to pay all. 

From our observation, we are con- 
vinced that a hundred dollars invested 
in the work of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, at this time especially, will go 
farther than a similar amount invested 
almost anywhere else. 

Far from decreasing the opportunities 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission, the threat 
of war seems to be increasing them. 
The young men who belong to the little 
chapels are being mobilized, and we 
heard of instance after instance of their 
evangelistic work among their fellow 
soldiers in the Ardennes, and elsewhere. 
Also it looks as though formal permis- 
sion would be granted the Mission to 
work among the soldiers in the camps 
and hospitals should actual war come, 
just as Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton, the 
founders of the Belgian Gospel Mission, 
did during the World War. 

Belgium is ready for whatever comes, 
— as ready as she can be from a military 
standpoint. She is able to muster 800,- 
000 men as against 26,000 at the opening 
of the World War. We never went out 
but what we saw a battery of artillery 
or column of infantry or long line of 
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trucks going to the border. The win- 
dows of the department stores displayed 
bombproof shelters rather than stylish 
winter coats, and gas masks instead of 
dresses. Whatever comes, we are con- 
fident the Lord will use the Belgian 
Gospel Mission to his glory and the sal- 
vation of souls. 

Eager as we were to get home again, 
it was with real sorrow that we said 
good-by to Mr. Winston and Dr. Van- 
steenberghe aboard the Jean Jadot in 
Antwerp, after they had prayed ear- 
nestly that we might have a safe voy- 
age. The prayers were answered, for 
we were kept safe through the war zone 
and across the rest of the ocean. On 
the morning of October 11 we landed 
once more in New York, glad to be 
home, but glad that we had seen what 
the Lord is doing for the salvation 
of souls in that little land across 
the sea. 

New York Crry. 
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Daily Bible Study 
From Prexy's Chapel Talks 


‘SIQUT his delight” (Psa. 1:2). Our text 

this morning gives us God’s al- 
ternative for evil companions. It is not 
merely good companions, for even they 
might go astray and lead us with them. 
It is the companionship of God’s Word, 
“the law of the Lord; and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night.” The 
word “law” here should be understood, 
not in the sense “law without grace,” 
but. as the whole revealed will of God, 
including the law in the heart (Deut. 30: 
14), which Paul said “is the word of 
faith” (Rom. 10:8). Here we have day 
and night delightful companionship with 
God’s Word. 

Never neglect your daily Bible study 
and prayer. Lack of certain vitamins 
leaves our bodies susceptible to the at- 
tack of infection. Lack of God’s Word 
lays us open to temptation. On the 
other hand, the Word of God stored up 
in our minds draws us together with 
others who love the Lord. There is a 
natural law whereby people with sim- 
ilar tastes gravitate together. 

Our Bible study group in our regiment 
in France came together spontaneously. 
We met when and where we could. We 
studied as long as other duties permit- 
ted. I shall never forget one night when 
five of us crawled under a tiny pup tent 
with a candle stuck on the bottom of a 
mess kit to pray and read our Bibles. 
We were not allowed to have a light 
outside on account of enemy planes 
overhead. God only knows through how 
many temptations we passed unharmed, 
because his Word filled our minds. 


WHEATON COLLEGE, WHEATON, ILL. 
we 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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A Nation-Wide Crusade 


Plans for conferences in many cities, and a call to prayer for revival 


By Paul W. Rood, D.D. World's Christioe Peadassentels Association 




















MERICA is at the crossroads! Our 
nation is facing the greatest crisis 
in its history. Modernism in the 

realm of religion, evolution in the realm 
of philosophy, behaviorism in the realm 
of psychology, and Communism in the 
realm of political economy are destroy- 
ing our nation. Debacle is inevitable un- 
less we have a spiritual awakening. 

Warfare is raging in Europe and Asia 
and prodigious efforts are being put forth 
to involve the United States in these 
wars. If. we become involved it will 
be because of our individual and national 
sins, and war will be the judgment of 
God upon us. Uncle Sam needs to go 
to the mourners’ bench. We must re- 
pent of our sins and turn to God, or 
the situation is hopeless. A nation-wide 
revival is the only hope of America. 

It is obvious that no one denomina- 
tion is in a position to reach all evan- 
gelical Christians in the nation. God has 
his true people scattered throughout all 
denominations, and a movement is 
needed that will gather these evangel- 
icals and stimulate them to a recogni- 
tion of their responsibility and oppor- 
tunity. 

The World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Association has come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this. The Lord has 
raised up this movement and given it 
a vision and a program for this hour. 

What is the World’s Christian Funda- 
mentals Association? It is not a denomi- 
nation, and does not aspire to be one, 
“It does not establish churches, and it 
does not seek to divide the true people 
of God. It is not composed of individual- 
ists who find it impossible to work 
with other evangelical Christians. 

The World’s Christian Fundamentals 
Asgdciation is composed of evangelical 
Christians from all denominations who 
believe in the great historic doctrines 
of evangelical Christianity, and have 
banded themselves together to contend 
earnestly for the faith once for all de- 
livered to the saints and to propagate 
this faith by all possible means. The 
Association is interdenominational and 
not antidenominational, positive and not 
negative, constructive and not destruc- 
tive. It is an evangelical, evangelistic, 
and spiritual movement to enable all 
evangelical Christians to have fellow- 
ship together and to present a united 
front in a day of spiritual declension 
and apostasy. Its ultimate objective is 
the speedy evangelization of the world. 
Therefore it pleads for a revival among 
God’s children that will enable them to 


function as stewards and witnesses, and 
give every man, woman, and child in 
the world an opportunity to accept Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. - 

During 1940 the Association is con- 
ducting a national crusade. A short con- 
ference will be held in all of the stra- 
tegic centers of America. We expect 
to cover the entire nation during the 
year. Our desire is to gather the evan- 
gelicals of all denominations together 
to challenge them with God’s call in this 
crisis. It is a call to prayer for a nation- 
wide revival. Our objective is one mil- 
lion intercessors praying daily for a 
spiritual awakening in America. God 
still intervenes in the affairs of nations 
in answer to believing and united 
prayer. 

A three-day conference will be held 
in most cities, and meetings will be 
conducted for ministers, businessmen, 
women, young people, and children. A 
mass meeting will be held at night in 
the largest auditorium available. We 
shall use the printed page, the radio, 
the public platform, and every other 
means at our disposal in order to reach 
the nation. Cards will be distributed 
at one or more of the largest meetings 
in each city, and the attendants will 
have an opportunity to commit them- 
selves to pray daily for-a revival in our 
land. 


Every Christian leader to whom the 
plan and program has been submitted 
has signified his approval. We feel that 
we have the mind of the Lord, and 
that the vision, program, and message 
are from him. A young, wide-awake 
Christian, who is the son of a success- 
ful missionary, made a sacrificial contri- 
bution to the crusade and remarked: 
“This is God’s last call to America. If 
this program does not turn the tide, then 
the situation is hopeless. May we not 
be disobedient to the heavenly vision.” 


The crusade will be carried on in - 


Southern California, Arizona, New Mex- 
ico, Oklahoma, and Texas during the 
month of January. February will be 
spent in Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Iowa, and Minnesota. We shall be in 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
and Ohio during March. April will 
bring us to West Virginia, Tennessee, 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Caro- 
lina, Virginia, Maryland, and Washing- 
ton, D. C. May will find us in New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. 
The climax of the first lap of the cru- 
sade will be reached in a great conven- 
tion to be held in Philadelphia, May 
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19-26. The details of the rest of the 
crusadé are now being pondered. It is 
obvious that a nation-wide campaign 
must be prayerfully planned and that the 


’ correspondence and interviews involved 


take time. : 
Dan Gilbert, a young man whom God 
has prepared and raised up for this 
movement, will be constantly associated 
with Dr. Paul W. Rood in the crusade. 
Several other well-known Christian 
leaders will be members of the Flying 
Squadron from time to time. The major 
qualifications for a speaker in this cru- 
sade are a vision of national conditions, 
a vision of the living, omnipotent Christ, 
a heart filled with compassion for lost 
souls, and a dynamic message from God 


“tor this particular hour. Men of this 


type are glad to co-operate with us in 
carrying out our God-given program. 

We are asking for the co-operation of 
every reader in carrying out this vision 
and program. Can we count on you? 

First and most of all we need your 
prayers. Will you pray daily for the 
crusade, the members of the Flying 
Squadron, preparations, meetings, liter- 
ature, and broadcasts? Will you be one 
of a million intercessors to pray daily 
for a nation-wide revival? Could you 
organize a prayer band in your com- 
munity to meet at regular intervals to 
pray for the crusade and a spiritual 
awakening? 

Secondly, we need your co-operation 
in making the crusade in your area as 
effective and as far-reaching as possible. 
What can and will you do to give the 
greatest possible hearing to the message 
of the crusade? 


It is obvious that a nation-wide pro- 


gram of this sort, with comparatively ~ 


brief conferences in the various cities, 
cannot possibly be self-sustaining. We 
are therefore praying that the Lord may 
lay it on the hearts of his stewards to 
support the crusade by their means. Will 
you just now lift up your heart to God 
and say: “Lord, show me my part in 
this national crusade”? Does he want 
you to put a part of your time in this 
undertaking? Does he want you to use 
your influence to secure a contribution 
from the church, Bible class, ladies’ aid, 
or prayer bands that you lead or attend? 
Does he want you to speak to some in- 


‘dividual who may be in a position to 


help in this matter? Certainly an invest- 
ment in this spiritual and evangelical 
undertaking will bring dividends for 
eternity. Attorney Claude A. Watson 
is the treasurer of the Association. 
Checks should be made out to the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Associa- 
tion and sent to 341 Kenneth Road, Glen- 
dale, Calif. 

We are claiming James 1:5 and Jere- 
miah 33:3 for the crusade. While we 
were facing the call to devote all of our 
time to the crusade, we asked the Lord 
for a special word from him that we 
might take as a crusade motto, and the 
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word that was given us was Jeremiah 
32:17: “Ah Lord God! behold, thou 
hast made the heaven and the earth by 
thy great power and stretched out arm, 
and there is nothing too hard for thee.” 
With the assurance in our hearts that 
nothing is too hard for our God, we 
dare to go forth in the name of the 
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Lord. God is still on the throne, and 
he is a prayer-hearing and a prayer-an- 
swering God! Let us dare to ask, and 
let us dare to believe! “Finally, breth- 
ren, pray for us, that the word of the 
Lord may have free course, and be 
glorified” (2 Thess. 3:1). 
GLENDALE, CALIF. 


ye 








The Hand and Its Meaning 


An editorial, continued from the second page 





decorated pottery. Many of these arts 
date from very early days; but now 
there is danger of losing some of our 
handy skill because of mechanical ways 
of making things. 

It is clear, however, that without 
hands we could not carry out many 
things that we are able to devise or 
imagine in our minds; and even a person 
who was very clever, and could think 
out ingenious patterns or invent some- 
thing new, would be helpless to ac- 
complish what he had thought of. The 
Hands thus become a symbol of the abil- 
ity to carry out our ideas; for they are 
the instruments or agents by which we 
do what we have planned. 


that even a child can understand. Also, - 


theistic ideas. For it shows that God is 
not merged. in his universe; he is dis- 
tinct from it, just as an artist is outside 
of his canvas, as Sir James Jeans puts it. 

In many ways the human body, as the 
Creator has designed it, is a help to us 


_in comprehending the capabilities of God 


himself. For, “He that planted the ear, 
shall he not hear? he that formed the eye, 
shall he not see?” (Psa. 94:9.) So like- 
wise, having been given hands to accom- 
plish what we have in mind, are we not 
better able to understand what God can 
do? Indeed, when made so simple, he 
even upbraids those who do not under- 
stand. For in this connection it is said: 
“Understand, ye brutish among the peo- 
ple: and ye fools; when will ye be wise?” 
(Psa. 94:7-11.) 

It would seem from Scripture that 
the creation out of nothing in the be- 
ginning took place by the direct com- 
mand of God; for, “By the word of the 
Lord were the heavens made; and all the 
host of them by the breath of his mouth” 
(Psa. 33:6). This is repeated in the New 
Testament: “By the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth” (2 














Pet. 3:5). But his “hands” had to do 
with what followed, as though he ar- 
ranged and shaped things. For he de- 
clares: 

“I, even my hands, have stretched out 
the heavens, and all their host have I 
commanded” (Isa. 45:12). 

“Thy heavens ... the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars,. which 
thou hast ordained” (Psa. 8:3). 

Also on earth: “The sea is his, and 
he made it: and his hands formed the 
dry land” (Psa. 95:5). 

In view of this mighty power of God, 
it follows: “Let all the earth fear the 
Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world 
stand in awe of him” (Psa. 33:8); or, 
as in the last book of the Bible: “Fear 
God, and give glory to him ... and 
worship him that made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea” (Rev. 14:7). 

In the realm of life also, the hand of 
the Lord provides for His creatures; for 
of them it is said: “The eyes of all wait 
upon thee; and thou givest them their 
meat in due season. Thou openest thine 
hand, and satisfiest the desire of every 
living thing” (Psa. 145:15, 16). This 
points back to the foresight of the Cre- 
ator in so arranging as to “bring forth 
food out of the earth,” before he placed 
the creatures and mankind in the world. 
For, “He causeth the grass to grow for 
the cattle, and herb for the service of 
man” (Psa. 104:14). Further, in the 
affairs of men, even a pagan king like 
Nebuchadnezzar, is brought to admit: 
“None can stay his hand, or say unto 
him, What doest thou?” (Dan. 4:35.) 

When nothing and no: one can with- 
stand God in performing his purposes, 
because he has hands, can we gainsay 


his power to do what is quite above our ‘ 


ability, by a miracle? When he under- 
took to deliver his people from Egypt, 
he brought them forth from their bond- 
age by “a mighty hand and by a 
stretched out arm” (Deut. 5:15), as well 
as “by signs, and by wonders” (Deut. 
4:34). There is no discussion in the 
Bible to persuade unbelievers that mir- 
acles are possible as well as reasonable. 
God is simply indignant with those who 
doubt his power, and his reply is: “Woe 
unto him that striveth with his Maker! 
Shall the clay say to him that fashion- 
eth it . . . He hath no hands?” (Isa. 
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45:9.) “My counsel shall stand, and I 
will do all my pleasure” (Isa, 46:10). 
We find then, that just. as creation 


oy 


may take place either by the commiatid”® <3, 


of God or by the work of his hands, so 
it is also in miracle. When the Lord 
Jesus stills a storm, it may be by the 
direct word of command; but in heal- 
ing, he sometimes laid his hand on the 
sufferer as a symbol of his power. What 
meaning also there is in the hands of 
the Lord, when he took little children 
up in his arms, “put his hands upon 
them, and blessed them” (Mark 10:16). 
Even after Christ left the earth, the 
Lord God stretched forth his hand to 
heal, in response to the appeal of the 
early Church. 

The “hand of God” thus reaches to the 
moral and spiritual realm. The psalm- 
ists declare: “Strong is thy hand, and 
high is thy right hand... . Mercy and 
truth shall go before thy face” (Psa. 
89:13, 14); for “thy right hand is full of 
righteousness” (Psa. 48:10). It follows 
that for those who hearken not unto the 
voice of the Lord, he lifts up his hand 
against them, to overthrow them (Psa. 
104:25, 26). We are thus everywhere 
assured that “evildoers shall be cut off” 
(Psa. 37:9); whereas it is said of the 
good man that “the Lord upholdeth him 
with his hand” (Psa. 37:24); for “the 
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save” (Isa. 59:1). 

Are we then so truly wishful to be 
guided to what is right that we can say: 
“As the eyes of servants look unto the 
hand of their masters, and as the eyes 
of a maiden unto the hand of her mis- 
tress; so Our eyes wait upon the Lord 
our God” (Psa. 123:2). If we do so, the 
Lord will graciously respond by taking 
our hand, with the promise: “I the 
Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, 
saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help 
thee” (Isa. 41:13). And we may well 


be fully persuaded that, what he has. 


promised, he is able also to perform 
(Rom. 4:21). ‘ 


Tue Hanp Taat Was Wounpvep ror ME 


The hand that was nailed to the cross of 
woe, 
In love reaches down to the world below; 
"Tis beckoning now to the souls that roam, 
am: pointing the way to the heav’nly 
ome. 


E’er now I can see, thro’ a mist of tears, 
That hand still outstretched o’er the gulf 


of years, 

With ae and hope for my sin-sick 
soul, 

One touch of its finger will make me 
whole ! - 

The hand that wrought wonders in days 
of old, ~ 

Holds treasure more precious than gems 
or gold, 

The price of redemption from sin and 
shame, 


The gift of salvation thro’ Jesus’ name. 


The hand of my Saviour I see, 

The hand that was wounded for me: 

’Twill lead me in love to the mansions 
above, 

The hand that was wounded for me! 


Hattie H. Pierson. 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 28. JESUS DRAMATICALLY PROCLAIMS HIS 





International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 21 : 1-16 


Golden Text.—Behold, thy King cometh unto thee.— Matt. 21:5 








Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 21:1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were 
come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus 
two disciples, 

2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and 
straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose 
them, and bring them unto me. 

3 And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord 
hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. 

4 All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophet, saying, 

5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 
6 And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 

7 And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their 
clothes, and they set him thereon. 

8 And a very great multitude spread their garments in the 
way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them 
in the way. 

9 And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, 
saying, Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

10 And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was 
moved, saying, Who is this? 

11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth 
of Galilee. 

12 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all 
them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, 

13 And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called 
the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and 
he healed them. 


15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful 


things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and 
saying, Hosanna to the son of David; they were sore displeased, 

16 And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? | And 
Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise? 


% % 


The Lesson as a Whole 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 21:1 And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and came 
unto Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying unto them, Go into the village that is over 
against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a 
colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 3 And if 
any one say aught unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need 
of them; and straightway he will send them. 4 Now this is come 
to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 

5 1Tell ye the daughter of Zion, 
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, 
Meek, and riding upon an ass, 
And upon a colt the foal of an ass. 


6 And the disciples went, and did even as Jesus appointed them, 
7 and brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their gar- 
ments; and he sat thereon. 8 And the most part of the multitude 
spread their garments in the way; and others cut branches from 
the trees, and spread them in the way. 9 And the multitudes 
that went before him, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna 
to the son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 10 And when he was come 
into Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, saying, Who is this? 
11 And the multitudes said, This is the prophet, Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee. 

12 And Jesus entered into the temple “of God, and cast out 
all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the 
tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold the 
doves; 13 and he saith unto them, It is written, *My house shall 
be called a house of prayer: *but ye make it a den of robbers. 
14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and 
he healed them. 15 But when the chief priests and the scribes 
saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children that were 
crying in the temple and saying, Hosanna to the son of David; 
they were moved with indignation, 16 and said unto him, Hear- 
est thou what these are saying? And. Jesus saith unto them, 
Yea: did ye never read, ® Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise? P 


1TIsa. 62:11; Zech. 9:9. %Many ancient authorities omit of 
God. *Isa. 56:7. ‘Jer. 7:11. ° Psa. 8:2. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Testament counterparts. It might be Verse by Verse 

















By H. A. Ironside, Lit.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR Lord’s entry into Jerusalem at 
the beginning of his last week of 
public ministry had been fore- 

told long before and was in exact ac- 
cord with the prophetic Word as re- 
corded im Zechariah 9:9. The joyous 
cries of the multitude who welcomed 
him were also prophesied beforehand 
by David in Psalm 118:25 and 26. Thus 
there were two distinct Scriptures ful- 
filled on this momentous occasion. Then 
when Jesus cleansed the Temple (for 
the second time), he referred to and 
quoted Isaiah 56:7 as his authority for 
acting as he did. All this is in keeping 
with the character of Matthew’s Gospel, 
which, as we have seen, is designed 
throughout to link the Old Testament 
promises and predictions with their New 


















said that everything Jesus did, and all 
he taught, was in exact accord with that 
which had been foretold by the voice 
of inspiration throughout the ages. In 
this, as in all else, we see the perfec- 
tion of the Word of God. Prophecy is 
the seal of its divinely unique charac- 
ter. No other book is thus accredited. 
The Bible is in fact the only book of 
prophecy in the world. The so-called 
sacred literature of the great religions 
is without this mark and is puerile in 
the extreme when contrasted with the 
revelation given in the Holy Scriptures. 


The Historical Setting 


We are now within a week of the 
death of our Lord, but what an event- 
ful week it was! According to the best 
authorities, it was in the spring of the 
year A. D. 30, just preceding the Feast 
of the Passover. Jesus had come down 
from Galilee to die at Jerusalem in 
accordance with the plan of God. 


Matt. 21:1—“Unto the mount of 
Olives.” They entered Jerusalem from 
the east, having come up from the Jor- 
dan valley, along the regular highway 
between Jericho and the capitol. 


Verse 2.—“Ye shall find an ass tied, 
and a colt with her.” As Lord of crea- 
tion, Jesus knew just where the beast 
was to be found upon which he chose 
to ride into the city, in accordance with 
the prophetic declaration of Zechariah. 


Verse 3—“The Lord hath need of 
them.” It is evident that the owner 
of the colt was one who knew and be- 
lieved in Jesus and was therefore glad 
to be of service to him. 

Verse 4.—“That it might be fulfilled.” 
This is a characteristic expression of 
Matthew’s record, which aims to show 
definitely that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah. 


Verse 5.—“Behold, thy King cometh 
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unto thee.” At last the word of Zech- 
ariah, spoken four hundred years before, 
was to be fulfilled, and that literally. 


Verse 6—“The disciples . .. did as 
Jesus commanded them.” By implicit 
obedience they acknowledged his author- 
ity. 

Verse 7.—“Put on them their clothes.” 
It was an unbroken colt, and they made 
a kind of saddle with their own gar- 
ments. The creature knew its Creator 
and was docile at once. 


Verse 8.—“A very great multitude.” 
They gave him a royal welcome, for 
they evidently supposed he was about 
to proclaim his Messiahship and deliver 
Israel from subjection to the Romans. 


Verse 9.—“Hosanna to the son of Da- 
vid.” Hosanna is the Hebrew term ren- 
dered “Save now” in our translation of 
Psalm 118:25. “Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord.” This could 
only refer to the promised Messiah, Je- 
hovah’s Anointed One, who was to be 
the Saviour of Israel. 


Verse 10.—“‘All the city was moved, 
saying, Who is this?” The majority of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem were 
amazed at the demonstration, and won- 
dered what it could portend. 


Verse 11.—“This is Jesus the prophet 
of Nazareth of Galilee.” The multitude 
declared his identity, leaving it to the 
others to draw their own conclusions, 

Verse 12.—“‘Jesus went into the tem- 
ple of God.” This was in accordance 
with the prophecy of Malachi (3:1). The 
Lord had come to the Temple to free 
it from its deceitful commercialism, 
which was obnoxious to God. He acted 
as Lord over his own house in driving 
out the money-changers and sellers of 
sacrificial victims who were *naking dis- 
honest gains through their dealings with 
the worshipers from distant lands. 

Verse 13.—“The house of prayer... 
a den of thieves.” Citing Isaiah’s sol- 
emn indictment against the covetous for- 
malists of his day, Jesus applied the 
passage to those who then had polluted 
the Temple courts. 

Verse 14.—“The blind and the lame 
came.” As he taught in the Temple area 
(according to the custom of the time), 
many needing physical help came, and 
he demonstrated his power by granting 
the healing they desired. 

Verse 15.—‘“The chief priests and 
scribes . . . were sore displeased.” In- 
stead of rejoicing that God had visited 
his people, these hypocritical, self-seek- 
ing ‘religionists were angry when they 
saw the’ display of power in the miracles 
of Jesus, and heard the children crying 
out as their elders had done tefore, 
“Hosanna to the son of David.” They 
well knew the term implied that Jesus 
was the Messiah, who was to come of 
David's line. 


Verse 16.—“‘Out of the mouth of babes 
Jesus answered their 


and sucklings.” 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
e a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. (18) January 28.—Jesus Dramatically 
Proclaims His Messiahship. 

Matthew 21:1-16 

5. (19) February 4.—Holding Life Sacred. 

(A Principle of Temperate Living). 

Genesis 1:27-31; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 
20; 2 Corinthians 6:16 to 7:1 

6. (20) February 11.—The Perils of Re- 
jecting Christ ....Matthew 21:17 te 22:14 

7. (21) February 18.—Good Citizens and 
Good Neighbors ...Matthew 22:15 to 23:39 

8. (22) February 25.—Stewards in the 
Kingdom ......... ..Matthew 24 and 25 

9. (23) March 3.—In the Upper Room. 
Matthew 26:1-30. 

10. (24) March 19.—Gethsemane: Triumph 
Through Surrender ...Matthew 26:30-56 

11. (25) March 17.—Calvary: Triumph 
Through Sacrifice. Matthew 26:57 to 27:56 

12. (26) March 24.—The Sepulcher: Tri- 
umph Over Death. Matthew 27:57 to 28:15 








cavils by referring them to Psalm 8:2, 
as translated in the Septuagint version. 
It was God’s Spirit who moved the lit- 
tle ones thus to acelaim him, and he 
would not have them silenced. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Nothing that man can do will be able 
to hinder the fulfillment of what God 
has set forth in his holy Word. Proph- 
ecy is but history written beforehand, 
given by the inspiration of him who 
sees the end from the beginning. It was 
only self-will and unbelief that kept the 
leaders and others from seeing how pre- 
diction and fulfillment were united that 
day in Jesus and his experiences. Faith 
takes God at his word and has no diffi- 
culty believing what he has said; and so 
it is rewarded by seeing the glory, of 
the Lord (John 11:40). 


A Lesson Outline 
THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 

Rides into Jerusalem on an ass (vs. 
6, 7; Zech. 9:9) 

Welcomed by the multitude (vs. 8, 9; 
Psa. 118: 25, 26) 

Acclaimed as a Prophet (v. 11) 

Cleanses the Temple (vs. 12, 13; Isa. 
56:7) 

Rejected by the leaders (v. 15) 

Praised by the children (v. 16; Psa. 8: 
2) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Lord Hath Need of Them. No 
violence was done to the feelings of 
nature even in the case of the lower 
animals. The mother ass was taken 
with her colt. These beasts of burden 
were selected to serve the One who had 
created them, and their owners gladly 
gave the disciples permission to take 
them. It was no arbitrary demand, but 
the request of a friend, and recognized as 


_such. Only a thoroughly perverted mind 


could see in this incident, as some bla- 
tant infidels have done, an evidence of 
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dishonest appropriation of what Jesus 
had no actual title to. On the part of 
the owners there was full. co-operation. 


Money-Changers and Merchants in the 
Temple. These were not actually in the 
sanctuary itself, but they had their tables 
and stalls in the Temple courts. Orig- 
inally, they were permitted in order to 
meet a real need. Strangers coming to 
Jerusalem to keep the feasts of Jehovah 
could not use their foreign money in 
Jerusalem and so the tables of exchange 
were set up to oblige them. Then ther« 
would be those who desired to purchas« 
doves and lambs, etc., for sacrificial pur 
poses. So these were offered for sal 
as an accommodation. But in our Lord. 
day the whole system of exchanging 
money and selling beasts had been thor- 
oughly commercialized and was a lucra- 
tive business carried on along extortion- 
ate lines, so that it was an abomination 
in the sight of God. 


Applications and Summaries 


Mark tells us the colt was tied where 
two ways met. This might picture one 
at the place of decision. 


Of old the horse was generally ridden 
by warriors, the ass by judges and men 
of peaceful pursuits. 


When Christ comes again he is seen 
in vision as riding on a white horse 
(Rev. 19) because he will return as the 
mighty Victor to put down all iniquity; 
but when he came of old as Prince of 
Peace he rode upon an ass. 


When tke Lord has need of anything 
of ours, are we as willing to permit him 
to have his way as were the owners of 
the colt? 


Zechariah prophesied over four hun- 
dred years before the birth of our Lord, 
but it was given to him to portray both 
the first and second comings of Messiah. 

Psalm 118 gives us a prophetic picture 
of the rejection of Jesus, as well as of 
the welcome accorded to him by the 
multitude who hailed him as’ the King 
of Israel. 


Commercializing the holy things of 
God is always abhorrent in his sight. Are 
we careful to reverence his sanctuary 
and to respect the place of prayer? 

Children can comprehend spiritual re- 
alities, often, more readily than their 
elders, because they are simpler, and so 
their hearts and minds are more open 
to receive the truth as God reveals it 
to them. 

The colt, unbroken hitherto, responded 
at once to the controlling hand of him 
who is Creator of all things. 

Religious prejudice hindered the 
leaders from recognizing the fulfillment 
of their own Scriptures in the life of 
Jesus. 


It has been well said that “prejudice 
is mental lynch law, before whose court 
no truth can have fair trial or test.” 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT title did Jesus have to claim the 
colt for his service? 


2. Was his authority recognized by the 
owners? 


3. What Scripture was fulfilled in the entry 
into Jerusalem? 


4. From what Psalm did the multitude 
take their words of greeting? 


5. What Old Testament prophet declared 
God's house was to be a house of prayer? 


6. What was it that stirred the indignation 
of Jesus in connection with the traffic in 
the Temple courts? 


7. What was the cry of the children? 


8. What was the signification of the title 
“Son of David’’? 


9. How did Jesus justify the little ones? 


10. What was the réaction of the leaders 
in Judea? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 34 of this issue. 


we 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully ® leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit te six the total for any one lesson. 


“Till He Come.”—Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee (Golden Text). It 
seems to be the custom in present-day 
Palestine for workmen on a building to 
hold a little luncheon, with speeches, 
when the roof is on, and the watchword 
used on the occasion is, “May the build- 
ing last till Messiah come.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Harold 
P. Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


The Infallible Bible-Barometer.—Be- 
hold, thy King cometh unto thee (Golden 
Text). In September, 1938, a man who 
lived on Long Island was able one day 
to satisfy a life-long ambition by pur- 
chasing for himself a very fine barome- 
ter. When the instrument arrived at his 
home, he was extremely disappointed to 
find that the indicating needle appeared 
to be stuck, pointing to the sector 
marked “Hurricane.” After shaking the 
barometer very vigorously several times, 
its new owner sat down and wrote a 
scorching letter to the store from which 
he had purchased the instrument, and 
on the following morning, on his way 
to his office in New York, he mailed the 
letter. That evening he returned to Long 
Island, to find not only the barometer 
missing, but his house also. The barome- 
ter’s needle had been right— there was 
a hurricane! ... Yet how many Chris- 
tians there are who seem to regard the 
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clear fingers of prophecy in the Word 
of God with like indifference and dis- 
dain !—From E. Schuyler English, in Our 
Hope. Sent by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 


The “Impossible” Mare.—Go ifito the 
village over against you, and straightway 
ye shall find an ass tied (v. 2). The 
unique Billy Bray was remarkably con- 
spicuous in the work of chapel building. 
In connection with the building of a 
chapel at Cross Lanes, he said: “As the 
timber had to be brought home to the 
dear Lord’s house, I wanted a horse and 
cart. One of my neighbors had a horse, 
but he said she would not draw anything. 
He told me I might have her, but she 
would not draw; but I took the mare and 
put her in the cart, and brought the 
timber home. I néver saw a better horse 
in my life; I did not touch her with a 
whip or stick, though we had steep hills 
to come over. When I took back the 
mare and told my neighbor, ‘I never 
saw a better mare,’ he said, ‘I never saw 
such a thing; she will not draw with 
anyone else. That mare was working 
that day for a very strong company, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, whom 
horses, angels, devils, and men must 
obey. If there had been no one more 
powerful than Billy Bray, she would 
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have been as bad with him as anybody 
else.”"—From The Friend. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


The Interlined Bible.—That it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet (v. 4). It matters little what 
else we are finding in the Bible if we 
are not finding Him on every page. “If 
you read a chapter of the Old Testa- 
ment and do not find Christ in it, read 
it again, for he is there,” said Dr. D. M. 
Stearns. That one sentence was all that 
a young man heard that night, but it 
transformed his Bible study and his life. 
He became a well-known teacher in a 
Bible institute, and published a Bible 
correspondence course based on this 
principle of finding Christ as the key 
to every chapter of the Book. “I have 
a peculiar Bible,” he once said. “In my 
Bible the New Testament is printed be- 
tween the lines of the Old Testament. 
Have you a Bible like that?”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Not Honoring the Donkey.—And a 
very great multitude spread their gar- 
ments in the way (v. 8). Sadhu Sun- 
dar Singh once told of a humble servant 
of Christ in the Punjab who in a quaint 
way put things in their right relation- 
ships. This man had risen from the 











“God hath chosen the 
weak things of the world to 
confound the things which 
are mighty ; and base things 
of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath 
God chosen, - - - that no 
flesh should glory in his 
presence.” 

1 Cor. 1:27-29, 
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Lesson for January 28 


sweeper caste to become a greatly re- 
spected leader and pastor in his cwn 
home village. One day the wealthy land- 
lord of the place asked him to explain 
how it was that he was now a highly 
honored man of the community, whereas, 
as an unconverted sweeper he was de- 
spised by all. “The explanation is sim- 
ple,” said the man. “When Christ en- 
tered Jerusalem riding on a donkey the 
people cast their garments in the way, 
and the donkey walked on them! How- 
ever, it was not to honor the donkey that 
they did this, but to honor Christ who 
was seated on him. In the same way it 
is not to me, but to Christ, that the 
people of this village really show re- 
spect, for without Him I would be noth- 
ing ... no more than that donkey.”— 
From Murray T. Titus, in The Upper 
Room. Sent by Emma C. Fisk, Boon- 
ville, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Before the Little Girl’s Operation.— 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise (v. 16). Mary, 
aged nine, was taken sick and grew 
rapidly worse; with her father and the 
family physician she was taken to a city 
hospital. When examined, the surgeon 
said an operation was necessary to save 
her life. Her mother was sick at home; 
her father was not a Christian. The 
surgeon said*to the girl: “My dear, a 
light operation is necessary, and before 
I perform that, I must put you to 
sleep.” The nurse removed her cloth- 
ing, put on her little white nightdress, 
and the child said, “I am ready, but if 
I am going to sleep, I must first say 
my prayers.” The surgeon said, “Do just 
as you please, my dear.” Then she knelt 
down, clasped her tiny hands, and 
prayed: “O Jesus, you know where I 
am, and that Mamma is sick at home. 
Bless dear Papa, my *Sunday school 
teacher, this surgeon, and all for Jesus’ 
sake.” It was too much for the father. 
He begged to be excused, went to his 
room, and falling on his knees, surren- 
dered to God, and became an earnest 
Christian. The great surgeon said, “I 
had not prayed for thirty years, but that 
night I went to my knees and begged 


for mercy.” The child rapidly recov- 


ered.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. Lewis Conrad, Imogene, 
Towa. 


ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
it is wonderful that thou didst send thine 
only begotten Son to be the Saviour of man. 
This loving provision for man’s needs is too 
high for us to understand fully. We do thank 
thee that a little child can sing praises unto 
thee with a heart lifted up to One who shows 
forth thy love. May we who are older not 
miss the blessing of receiving thee, Lord 
Jesus, as our Messiah King, in the midst of 
a world in which there is so much darkness 
and uncertainty. We would lift our praises 
to thee with childlike hearts, and declare to 
others thy salvation, the fulfilling of the 
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promises made of old. May we look forward 
with sure hope to thy returning in thy glori- 
ous kingship, and may we so live that we 
could welcome thee with unhindered spirit. 
In thy dear name we pray. . Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Have you tried to 
picture the Lord Jesus walking amid the 
scenes of his earthly life, with all sorts 
of opposition gathered around him? The 
religious leaders of his time were be- 
coming more and more angry with him, 
as they came to see the evidences of his 
power increase. It was not praise that 
they had for him, but scorn and persecu- 
tion. But the children! How different 
it was with them! How different it is 
now with those who are childlike at 
heart! Not worldly wisdom, not a cold 
formalism gives welcome to the Mes- 
siah, but the free, glad praise of those 
who have the spirit of the child in sim- 
plicity and truth. May we be of that 
company day by day! Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


How I Came into the Corner.—Ye shall 
say, The Lord hath need of him (Matt. 
21:3). The cattle upon a thousand hills 
and the burros in a thousand barns all 
belong to the one Great Proprietor. 
Sometimes called the Husbandman (Psa. 
50:10; John 15:1). 

“Hey, there! - Where ya goin’ with 
that car?” yelled our family chauffeur. 
“Grandfather wants it,” unconcernedly 
said the boy. That settled the matter 
as the chauffeur called, “O.K. !” 

The owner of a piece of property does 
not have to offer value or argument 
to take and use that which is his. When 
a committee of one or more comes after 
you for the Lord’s use, there is nothing 
for you to do but be led away. And 
that, whether you are a “Dobbin” of the 
daily work or a “Man of War,” — “War 
Admiral” or “Battleship” or “Sea Bis- 
cuit” or some other famous racer. 

You have been “bought with a price.” 
You belong to Him. (1 Cor. 6:20.) When 
the Editor and Publisher of the Tres 
first came to me and said, “We want 
you to write a column for the Tres on 
the Sunday school. lessons,” I laughed 
and said, “You fellows must be crazy.” 

After a time they came again, saying 
to me in effect, as the Committee on 
Transportation: might have said to long- 
eared Mr. Jack, “The Lord has need of 
thee.” 

“When do I have time to write Sun- 
day school lessons?” 

“Well, pray over it,” they or a Voice 
said. This I did. 
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And so I was led away for the Mas- 
ter’s use. And here I have trotted along 
week after week for 33 years, I am happy 
to be able to say. 


The Great Stirrer.—The city was stir- 
red, saying, Who is this? (v. 10.) The 
“city” continues to be disturbed. Athe- 
istic Russian Communists and other or- 
ganizations under godless leadership are 
doing some of the “stirring.” 

However, here is a hopeful sign for 
America: In mill and factory, in office 
and store, more “religion” is talked than 
any other one subject. 

Almost every newspaper and magazine, 
even the radical antireligious ones, can- 
not keep off the subject, even if only to 
ridicule it. 

One of the leading national weeklies 
asked me for some religious articles to 
set over against some articles by infidels 
they were about to print. I wrote the 
editor: 

“When I find a single large enterprise 
of any good sort, founded, built up, and 
made a success by a godless man, I will 
write the articles. But after 20 years’ 
diligent search I have not been able to 
find a single one.” 

Sit in with a company of men in the 
smoker of the Pullman, or in the club, 
or in the mill, and sooner or later up 
bobs the “religion” subject with its 
“T don’t believe this” and “I don’t believe 
that.” 

The fact of the matter is that the Lord 
Jesus — the “Who is this?” — touches all 
the live questions concerning peoples be- 
cause he is a living Saviour. He “stirs” 
things! Mill men “between heats” sit 
around and smoke and talk. They talk 
about three principal things, Ball, Auto- 
mobiles, and Religion. These men used 
to be Sunday school boys (Prov. 22:6). 

I am President of the New Jersey So- 
ciety of Pennsylvania. We have a lunch- 
eon once a month. At our last luncheon 
as I write (Dec. 11, 1939) there were 66 
men present. The company was made 
up of bankers, lawyers, doctors, judges, 
merchants, some of the leading men of 
affairs of the City of Philadelphia. 

I had occasion to refer to Christmas 
and my Rock Run Mission Sunday 
School, and its approaching Christmas 
entertainment. Just for fun I said, “How 
many of you old fellows ever got a ten- 
cent box of candy at Sunday school when 
you were youngsters?” 

Every hand went up! “Who is this?” 
The Power buck of the real Sunday 
school. 

Chin Chow says, “This in-no-way-ex- 
ceptional person believes what _ is 
learned in the cradle lasts to the grave.” 
And this is why America is called “God’s 
Country.” And we keep religiously 
“stirred.” 


Good Preaching.—My house shall be 
called the house of prayer (v. 13). When 


‘I used to be “on the road” calling upon 


inquiring “prospects,” I often had to do 
a lot of long-distance walking. When I 
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was tired from my feet’s “’ammer, ’am- 
mer, ’ammer on ‘ard ’ighway,” it was a 
joy to come to a church with a sign 
hung out, “COME IN AND REST AND PRAY.” 

I most always accepted the invitation, 
and if there was-a “poor box” in sight 
I dropped in a coin as a thank offering 
for the “Pray and rest awhile.” 

Our Lord seems to expect “My House” 
to be a house of prayer. But whether 
the man in the pew will be in the spirit 
and attitude of prayer or in the spirit 
and attitude of the business of the past 
or coming week will depend, in a large 
measure, upon the minister who occupies 
the pulpit. 

Nothing makes many a “tired busi- 
nessman” more tired than to “doll up” 
and go to church and sit through a pol- 
ished sermon by an amateur essayist 
upon a political, historical, economical, 
social, or some other subject in which 
he has no particular interest. 

In a former lesson I have told about 
the late Dr. James M. Farrar of Brook- 
lyn who stopped trying to produce fine 
essays for his fashionable congregation 
and gave them “Gospel Talks” on the 
children’s sermon level. “Take it by 
the tail,” was one of his texts. He showed 
his auditors they were all sinners and 
in a bad case, and there was only one 
way out. His church became a house of 
prayer, and a visitor had to go early to 
get a seat. (Acts 4:12.) 

I have a relative who is a successful 
pastor in a Western city. One Sunday 
in his sermon he told the well-known 
story of Henry W. Grady. Grady wanted 
to get back to the Saviour of his boy- 
hood days. He went ‘back to his old 
home with his mother to be her little 
Harry again. My nephew wrote me: 

“For the first time in all the years I 
have served this congregation, the im- 
portant members, businessmen and their 
wives, came down to the front of the 
church after the service and congratu- 
lated me upon my sermon.” 

It is the intimate, homey, human, sym- 
pathetic, living-every-day sort of preach- 
ing that makes God’s house in very truth 
1. “house of prayer.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 32) 
1. He was Creator and Lord of all. 
2. Yes, they sent the colt at once. 


3. Zechariah 9:9, written over four hun- 
died years before. 


4. Psalm 118, which is prophetic of the 
Messiah. 


5. Isaiah, who lived seven centuries be- 
fore Christ. 


6. He saw the greed and covetousness of 
those who were commercializing holy things. 


7. “Hosanna to the son of David.” 

8. It was a recognition of his royal author- 
ity. 

9. By quoting from Psalm 8:2. 


10. They were much displeased because 
they were determined to reject Jesus. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: He is coming! 

Discussion: Just what would you do if 
the Lord should suddenly appear in per- 
son before you? If you were alone? If 
you were in a crowd? It might be well 
to rehearse that a little. Think it over. 


Objective: Making ready to meet him. 











pope fellows, there is a story of the 
loyalty of a Bedouin slave. His mas- 
ter was mortally wounded in battle, and 
as he was doing what he could to soothe 
the dying moments of his chief he heard 
him whisper: “Go tell Allah that I 
come!” There was but one way to do 
this. The faithful body servant knew 
that only his spirit could carry the mes- 
sage to Allah, so he plunged his dagger 
into his own, breast that spirit might 
be released from body to fly with the 
announcement. 

I cannot vouch for the truth of that 
story, of course; but I do know there 
are many servants of the Lord Jesus 
Christ today who are not only willing 
to lay down their lives in death “for his 
sake,” but are actually laying down 
their lives in life to do his vital service 
—and that is even a harder thing to do. 
It is a valiant thing to “go over the top” 
and into the jaws of death for principle, 
or country, or friend; but I believe it 
requires even a higher type of faith, 
fortitude, and loyalty to “carry on” when 
there are no drums beating, and no 
trumpets blowing; to go through the 
daily grind and endure hardships where 
nobody but you and the Lord know 
about it— where you don’t get your pic- 
ture in the papers, or receive human 
praise — perhaps, rather, criticism or 
misunderstanding. That calls for back- 
bone. 

When Jesus sent those two disciples 
to bring the colt with its mother, they 
went without question, And that was a 
high type of faith. They might have 
had many misgivings. What would the 
owners say when their only excuse to 
give would be, “The Lord hath need of 
them”? If some one questioned you, 
fellows, when you might .be doing some 
unfashionable thing, or some unpopular 
thing, could you answer, “I do this for 
Christ’s sake”? Would you be willing 
to face the arching brows and the shrug- 
ging shoulders of the boys and girls in 
your “set” when you said something like 
that? It would take backbone, courage, 
faith, and loyalty. Could you do it? 

And as Jesus rode into Jerusalem the 
multitude, believing him to be a real 
king coming to his throne, cast their 
cloaks down in the roadway that he 
might ride over them. It was their way 
of doing him the homage appropriate to 
royalty. It was their way of exalting 
Jesus, as they shouted, “Hosanna to the 
son of David”! 
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Fellows, are you putting any valuable 
thing of yours down for Jesus? The 
highest level any life can reach is to be 
a roadway over which the King may 
travel. A woman who was a sinner 
washed his feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair, and he commended 
her. Have you ever done anything that 
would make you yourself know that you 
have definitely enthroned Jesus Christ 
in your life as King? 

Do it now. 

ALBANY, GA. 
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Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe SuN- 
pAY ScHoo. Times? .Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for january 28 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice’ E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Goal.—Girls, “Behold, thy King”! 
Activity.—Have the class read silently 
Psalm 118, part of the great Hallel sung 
by the Jews during Passover time. Use 
the purple heart for the Series of Hearts 
object lesson, with the heart verse, Isaiah 
65:14a. See Lesson I. Questions for dis- 
cussion: 1. Have you dedicated your serv- 
ice to the King? 2. Have you made his 
house your house of prayer? 3. Are you 
honoring him with heart worship? 
Memory Verse.—“The Lord is King for 
ever and ever” (Psa. 10:16). 











s¢—EHOLD, my servants shall sing for 

joy of heart” (Isa. 65:14a). Angels 
sang when the King was born. “Serv- 
ants” sang when the King rode into Je- 
rusalem as his life drew near its close. 
If you serve Christ according to the 
suggestions of last week, you, too, may 

“sing for joy of heart.” Recall Matthew 
11:29 and the pink heart which showed 
how a heart may glow with Christlike 
compassion and willingness to help 
others. ; 

-Today we shall add a purple heart 
to our series to show that we should 
prepare throne room in our hearts for 
the King. As you silently read Psalm 
118, find the verses which give sugges- 
tions for honoring the Lord. 1. Thank 
him (v. 1). 2. Trust him (v. 8). 3. 
Praise him (v. 19). 4. Rejoice in him (v. 
26). 5. Testify for him (v. 29). Verse 
8-of Psalm 118 is said to be the middle 
verse of the Bible. Notice its relation 
to our lesson. 

The Lord spent only one-eleventh of 
his life in active ministry, but very 
intense was that ministry. *Up and down 
the land he journeyed by foot to pre- 
sent the love of God to people, but in 
our lesson today we shall see him riding 
on a borrowed mule. We shall behold 
our King (1) on a country highroad, 
(2) amid city crowds, (3) in the house 
of prayer. 

On a Country HiIGcHROAD 

Verses 1-3—As Christ and his disci- 
ples “drew nigh unto Jerusalem” with 
the tragedy of Calvary looming ahead, 
he selected two of the twelve to per- 
form a very special service for him. “Go 
... ye shall find . .. loose them, and 
bring them unto me.” 

Are you one of his disciples? If so, 
he is saying to you, “Go where my 
Spirit is leading you. Ye shall find young 
folk who are tied to the things of the 
world. Through prayer, love, and testi- 
mony loose them from their attachments, 
and bring them to me. If anyone ques- 
tions your motive, you shall say, ‘The 
Lord needs these young folk.’” 

It was just a beast of burden with an 


extra duty to perform, “a colt with her,”’ 


that was chosen by the Lord. Christ 
has need of all those who can endure 
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hardship for his sake, yet who will faith- 
fully continue to perform the humble, 
everyday duties. 


Verses 4, 5.—Why did Christ make this 
request, for seldom did he ask a favor? 
It was not because he had suddenly be- 
come tired with travel. It was done 
to confirm the faith of all those who 
had heard and believed Zechariah 9:9; 
to present the King to those who took 
part in the beautiful event of our les- 
son; and to stimulate present-day faith 
in those who compare certain Old Tes- 
tament prophecies with New Testament 
fulfillments, and who trust God to fulfill 
all the others. 


Verses 6-8.—“The disciples went, and 
did as Jesus commanded.” Servants obey 
kings without dispute, and the disciples 
were rendering service to their King. 
When they returned with the mule and 
colt, they gave their very best in proud, 
loving loyalty. 


Amip City Crowps 


Verses 9-11.—The multitude was in the 
spirit of rejoicing. They had assembled 
in Jerusalem to commemorate the Pass- 
over, the time when the Lord had merci- 
fully delivered the Israelites from slav- 
ery in Egypt. That was “a night to be 
much observed unto the Lord” (Exod. 
12:42). Here was the Lord now, enter- 
ing Jerusalem in person, and the people 
recognized his majesty. But did they 
recognize him as Peter had done? When 
city folk asked, “Who is this?” the peo- 
ple who were honoring Christ did not 
reply, “He is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God, my Saviour.” They an- 
swered, instead, “This is Jesus the 
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.” And as 
Jesus “was come near, he beheld the 
city, and wept over it, saying, If thou 
hadst known” (Luke 19:41, 42). Perhaps 
if the rejoicing ones had given a vic- 
torious testimony about their personal 
faith in Jesus Christ, others might have 
known him, too. 


IN THE House OF PRAYER 


Verses 12, 13—Here were men in 
church, but failing to worship. Profit, 
not prayer, was their goal, and they were 
“cast out.” Others, in spite of blindness 
and lameness, sought the Lord, and their 
handicaps were removed. Christ is ade- 
quate for every emergency. 


Verses 15, 16——Children were present 
in the Temple, and we may well im- 
agine that many young people, also, 
were among this group who praised. 
Why were they there? Why do young 
folk go to church now? Were the rea- 
sons of these young people as spasmodic 
as those of some present-day church- 
goers? Since Jewish children were 
taken to church very young, were these 
children present merely because of 
habit? Had they come to the Temple 
because Mother and Dad had “made 
them go”? Was it because they knew 
they would meet some of their friends 
at the Temple and they wanted social 


* 35 


comradeship? Or had they come be- 
cause they liked the rabbis and priests 
who were in charge? 

All of these reasons may have had 
some influence upon the presence of 
various children, yet whatever their 
stimulating motive had been, when they 
saw Christ on this Sabbath day, their 
worship became genuine and spontane- 
ous. One of the Saviour’s precious com- 
pliments was given to these Jewish boys 
and girls whose young hearts had been 
opened to him. Praise was perfected 
in the presence of the King. 

While earthly kings have asked for 
high taxes, standing armies, gorgeous 
dwelling places, pomp and_= glory, 
Heaven’s King asks for your willing and 
humble service, and for throne room 
for him in your heart. 

Close with several prayers of dedica- 
tion and praise. 

Next week we shall learn more about 
the “temple of the living God,” another 
viewpoint of a surrendered girl. Learn 
1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, and see what this 
can mean in your life during the week. 

ALPAuGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


If you can secure a picture of the Tri- 
umphal Entry, use it. If not, build one 
on the Scripturegraph Board. For the 
background, have some of the buildings 
of Jerusalem. A cut-out of a crowd, with 
just the head of a picture of Christ show- 
ing above the heads of the people, will 
give the children the idea, as you tell 
the story. 











OW many of you ever saw a parade? 

Almost every one of you, I am sure. 
But you never saw one like the one in 
our lesson today, because it was differ- 
ent from any other one that ever hap- 
pened. It was a strange parade. Do you 
know how it started? 

Jesus and his disciples were walking 
along toward the city of Jerusalem, and 
they had ¢gome to the Mount of Olives, 
just a few miles from Jerusalem, when 
Jesus sent two of the disciples into the 
village near by and told them they 
would find a young donkey tied there 
that nobody had ever ridden. He told 
them to untie it and bring it to him, 
and if anyone asked them why they 
were untying the donkey, they were to 
say that the Lord had need of him. 

So the disciples went and found the 
donkey just where Jesus said he was, 
and .when they untied it, the owner 
came out and asked them what they 
were doing. They told him the Lord 
had need of the donkey, and the owner 
let them take it to Jesus. 

When they had brought it to Jesus, 
they put their clothes on it, and Jesus 
sat on it and rode into Jerusalem. You 
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think this was a strange thing for Jesus 
to do. A prophet had told hundreds of 
years before that Jesus would do this. 
We think of the donkey or ass only as 
an animal for children to ride, but in 
Bible times kings rode on them. And 
away back when the law was given, 
there was a strange command given 
about the ass, it was the one animal 
which was to be redeemed or killed, 
that is, a lamb was to be killed in its 
place, or else it must be killed (Exod. 
13:13). 

When Jesus began his ride into Jeru- 
salem,.a great crowd came with him, 
spread their coats on the road for him 
to ride over, and cut off branches from 
the palm trees, and strewed them on 
the ground before him. And the crowds 
of people shouted, “Hosanna to the son 
of David: Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the 
highest.” 

And when they came into Jerusalem, 
the people there came out to see what 
it was all about, and they asked who 
this man was who was riding on the 
donkey, and the crowd answered, “This 
is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of 
Galilee.” 

And Jesus went into the Temple and 
threw out the tables of the money- 
changers and the seats of the men who 
sold doves, and said, “My house shall be 
called the house of prayer; but ye have 
made it a den of thieves.” And the blind 
and the lame came to him in the Temple 
and he healed them. 

But the chief priests and the scribes 
saw all these things, and heard the chil- 
dren crying out in the Temple, “Hosanna 
to the son of David,” and they were very 


angry, and asked Jesus if he heard what ~ 


the children were saying. The Lord an- 
swered, “Yes.” And Luke tells us he 
said if the children had kept still, the 
very stones would have cried out. 
-Wasn’t that a glorious day? Wouldn’t 
you have loved that parade, and singing 
the praises of the Lord Jesus? But 
there is a greater day coming when he 
returns in power and great glory, and 
all of us who love him and believe in 
him will be in that parade ‘when he 
comes riding, not on a donkey; but on 
a white horse, coming as King of kings 
and Lord of lords! 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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Founder's Week 
at Moody Bible Institute 


ORE than thirty speakers from all 
parts of the world will be heard 
February 5-11 at the Founder’s Week 
Conference of the Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago, according to Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, President of the Institute. 
Daytime sessions of the conference 
will be held in Torrey-Gray Auditorium 
on the Institute’s downtown campus, 
LaSalle. St. and Chicago Ave. Evening 
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sessions will convene at Moody Memo- 
rial Church, North Ave. and Clark St. 
This year’s conference is the thirty- 
fourth planned in commemoration of the 
birth of Dwight L. Moody, famous evan- 
gelist of the nineteenth century and 
founder of Moody Bible Institute. 
Speakers who will take part in the 
seven day program include Dr. Louis S. 
Bauman, Dr. H. A. Ironside, Dr. Dan 
Gilbert, Dr. Northcote Deck, Dr. Wil- 
liam L. Pettingill, Prof. E: O. Sellers, 
Dr. Harry Rimmer, Dr. Charles Ernest 
Scott, Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, Dr. Will H. 
Houghton, Dr. Frank Gaebelein. 





The Young. People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 4. 5. What It Means to “Endeavor.” 
Matt. 5:14-16; Heb. 6:11, 12. (Christian En- 
deavor Day.) 


Sunday, January 28 
4. What It Means to “Support My Church” 
(Gen, 28:18-22; Luke 6:38; Psa. 122:1) 
(Beginning Christian Endeavor 
Week. Denominational Day) 





Mon.—Financial support (Mal. 3:10). 

Tues.—Charitable support (Acts 11:27-30). 

Wed.—Social support (Acts 6:1-6). 

Thurs.—Hearty support (Col. 3:23, 24). 

Fri.—Intelligent support (Col. 3:16, 17). 

Sat.—Diversified support (1 Cor. 12:4-11). 
. 











HEN we speak about supporting 

the church, perhaps many of us 
think at once of financial support. But 
while financial supvort is indeed an 
important part of our duty to the church, 
it is by no means our complete duty 
or even the most vital part of it. In 
all this we should think of the “church” 
as any visible group of believers that 
is a part of the great invisible Church 
which Christ loves and for which he 
gave himself. 

We may think of our support of the 
church from five different angles, — by 
our presence, our participation, our per- 
sonal life, our prayers, and our purse. 
Let us consider briefly each of these. 

1. Presence—In these days of radio 
broadcasts and automobiles it is ex- 
tremely easy to slip into habits of 
neglecting regular church attendance. 
But no radio broadcast, even from your 
own church, can contribute to you, or 
make it possible for you to contribute 
to the church, that which your pres- 
ence at its regular services can give. 

One of the great values of the Chris- 
tian church is the opportunity it affords 
for personal contact with .other be- 
lievers. There is a strengthening and 

encouraging and instruction that comes 
in this day that no remote participation 
can possibly give. 
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What is. more, your pastor and the 
officials of your church need the en- 
couragement of your presence. How 
long do you suppose they could con- 
tinue if each member sat home by his 
radio and merely listened to the serv- 
ices? Even if you have no direct re- 
sponsibility in the service you can share 
in its singing, in the responsive read- 
ings, in the prayers, and in the warm 
greetings to strangers that can be a very 
real part of a church’s ministry, and 
often is an entering wedge to winning 
others to Christ. 

Nor is any of this possible when you 
step into your automobile and roll out 
into the countryside instead of attend- 
ing your church services. It is true 
that we may worship God wherever we 
are, but there is a value in collective 
worship that is just as real and im- 
portant as that of individual worship. 
We cannot substitute one for the other. 
Furthermore, as you may have observed, 
while folks can worship God in the great 
out-of-doors, it is very seldom that they 
do. 

2. Participation.—As we have seen in 
thinking about our presence at the 
church service, our mere presence is 
not all. We must enter wholeheartedly 
into the service and into the activities 
of the church if we would lend it our 
ablest support. The pastor can tell from 
the faces of his congregation whether 
they are entering into the service. You 
may remember the mistake that the 
little lad made, who had attended a very 
cold and formal church. When asked 
what the preacher’s text was, he said, 
rather hesitatingly, “I don’t quite re- 
member, but I think it was, ‘Many were 
cold, and a few were frozen.’” If a 
church is worthy of our name on its 
records, it is worthy of our participation, 
joyously and wholeheartedly. More 
hearts are broken in Christian service 
by the indifference and coldness of fel- 
low Christians than by active opposition 
from the Enemy. 

It must not be forgotten that some 
sincere, earnest Christians have been 
placed in Christian service in churches 
where they cannot conscientiously take 
part in all activities. Even in such cir- 
cumstances it is ‘often possible not to 
give .offense and, by zeal in such activ- 
ities as God directs, avoid criticism and 
misunderstanding. 

3. Personal Life.—Little do we real- 
ize sometimes how much support it is 
possible to contribute to our church by 
our own personal life. Those who are 
not Christians are keenly observant of 
what Christians do and say. Often they 
use the lives of professing Christians as 
an excuse for not accepting Christ and 
joining the church. If a church could 
count on every member as a living ex- 
ample of the Lord Jesus, do you ‘suppose 
it would make any difference in the life 
of your church? Instead, we often find 
churches torn by the dissension of its 
members and by inconsistent, unyielded 
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lives. Let us ask God to make our lives 
a ringing, clear testimony in the church 
we have chosen. 

4. Prayer.—Just how often do you pray 
for your church and for its minister, 
for its official men, for its program, and 
for its witness in the community in 
which it is located? All too often, as 
church members, we are content to let 
the minister do the praying. We feel 
that we are doing our part when we 
mentally give our assent to what he 
asks for. And yet one of the greatest 
legacies that the Lord Jesus has left to 
his followers is the power of united and 
persistent prayer. 

Are there problems in your church 
that seem to be insurmountable and 
situations that apparently no human be- 
ing can handle safely? Here is one of 
the ways that you and each member 
can lend invaluable support. In some 
churches there is a group that meets 
before each service for definite prayer 
for that particular service. You can at 
least have such a meeting before your 
young people’s meeting each week. Why 
not give God a chance to do for you 
what you cannot do for yourselves? 

5. Purse—Whenever it is necessary for 
us to economize, how often we think 
first of cutting down on what we have 
been giving to the church. Yet that is 
not God’s way. His plan is that we 
should lay aside on the first day of the 
week such an amount that is in accord 
with the way God has prospered us. 
Many Christians have found invaluable 
the plan of tithing,—setting aside at 
least a tenth of one’s income, whatever 
that income may be, and using this as 
a fund from which to give to the church 
and other Christian activities. If you 
will try this plan, God will honor your 
faithfulness and you will be surprised 
to find how simple it will be to carry 
your part of the burden of the church’s 
expenses. Ask God just what he would 
have you give and to direct you in the 
applying of that amount in the proper 
channels. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


Do the Righteous Never 
Beg Bread? 
(Continued from second page) 


seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread.” That this was literally 
true of David’s experience cannot be 
questioned. But even this passage, writ- 
ten by David under divine inspiration, 
does not promise that righteous people 
shall never go hungry or have to beg 
for bread; it is plainly a statement of 
personal experience, a statement of fact, 
not a promise. But even understood as 
a promise, it is in its literal meaning, like 
many other Psalms, for Israel under the 
law, not for the Church under grace. 
The same Psalm declares of the right- 


eous that God “shall deliver them from 
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the wicked, and save them, because they 
trust in him.” That was literally true 
for obedient Israelites in the land and 
under the law; but the New Testament 
shows that it is not a divine promise for 
the Church in the age of grace; the Lord 
Jesus himself gave an entirely different 
promise when he said: “Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for their’s is the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matt. 5:10). There are un- 
counted thousands, and tens of thou- 
sands, of true Christians who have not 
been delivered from wicked men.in Ger- 
many, in Russia, in Spain, but who have 
gone hungry, and have begged bread, 
and have suffered physical disease and 
unthinkable afflictions and tortures be- 
cause of their Christian faith and testi- 
mony. Many of these today are lan- 
guishing in prisons, and in concentration 
camps, and in Siberian exile, not be- 
cause they have turned away from God 
but because they would not turn away 
from him. 
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A most unusual but valuable article 
bearing on this question appeared in 
Student News (Oct. 27, 1939), published 
by the students of Moody Bible Institute 
of Chicago; it is an editorial signed 
M. E. F., and is entitled “God Has Not 
Promised.” It is given here in full: 


“We comfortable, twentieth-century 
Americans, living snugly in the shelter- 
ing fold of Moody Bible Institute — we 
well-clothed, well-rested, robust young 
Christians, with our fat three meals each 
day, we grow exceeding eloquent about 
the loving care of the Lord. 

“Glibly we sing, ‘Anywhere with Jesus 
I Can Safely Go,’ ‘God Will Take Care 
of You,’ and ‘Safe in Jehovah’s Keeping.’ 

“What do we mean, ‘care’? What do 
we mean, ‘safe’? We are blissfully for- 
getful of facts. 

“God has not promised skies always 
blue. God has not promised that his 
child — 

“Will not be robbed, contrary to law, 
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Christian Culture 


It would be untrue to infer that 
a young person cannot now secure 
science, art andculturein the aver- 
age institution of higher learning. 


The reason for the College that is Chris- 
tian consists in the fact that science, art 
and culture are not, in themselves, the 
final ends of life. It still remains a fact that 
true character is the key to true success; 
and that mere education, no matter how 
complete, requires Christian Character 
also before it can act with full helpfulness 
upon the world. 


This was the basic idea in early American 
education. Nearly all the first hundred 
American colleges were founded by the 
Church. Houcuton therefore stands upon 
an old and well-proven truth when she 
accords to Christian character its rightful 
first place in education. 


Educational standards, too, are high at 
Houcuton, The college is fully accredited. 
Between one aad two hundred courses 
lead to the various degrees. The athletic 
program is full, Extra-curricular activities 
are varied. The budget is exceptionally 
modest. Write for Catalog. 

We shall be pleased to supply complete 

information about HouGHTON’s attrac- 


tive and safe Life Annuity Contract 
upon request. Address Dept. T 149 


The up-to-date Music Building contains in- 
dividual sound-pr practice rooms and 
a other modern facilities. Inset: a dass 
apie in @ corner of the newly 
equipped art department. 
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of cattle, barns, fields, houses, furniture, 
and have the dearest mementoes of the 
years trampled to bits under his eyes by 
the muddy boots of official robbers. 
“Will not be tormented by having to 


watch his old parents fade away for 


lack of the food which he could give if 
only his lips would deny God. 

“Will not suffer the ice wind’s teeth 
on his body and the pangs of hunger 
within. 

“Will not be hounded by spies from 
city to city and province to province 
to prevent his leaving his country for 
another that offers religious freedom. 

“Will not be thrust, because of his 
faith, into a concentration camp with 
other poor wretches, to exist dumbly 
through day after day of slave labor, 
starvation diet, indescribably obscene 
and brutal tortures. 

“Will not die horribly by amputation 
of his members one by one. 

“Eye-witness accounts of the suffer- 
ing of Christians in modern Russia make 
us realize something of, what it means 
to be a Christian in the twentieth cen- 
tury, and cause us to remember what 
God has promised: disgrace, tribulation, 
suffering, persecution, imprisonment, 
death at the hands of evil men. 

“Our hearts cry, ‘Who is sufficient for 
these things?’ And the Word of God 
shouts back, ‘Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us.’ ” 


It has been the high privilege of many 
Christian people, and will doubtless be 
the privilege of many more in time to 
come, to be temporarily and physically 
“forsaken” of God because of their right- 
eous faith in him, and to lay down their 
lives at the hands of evil men. But the 
“forsaking” is only temporal and physi- 
cal, and for a very short time as com- 
pared with their eternal fellowship with 
God. It is of such that John was given 
a vision when he saw “a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues,” who “stood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands; and 
cried with a loud voice, saying, Salva- 
tion to our God which sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb.” And 
John was told: “These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, -and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. ... 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; neither shall the sun light on 
them, or any heat. For the Lamb which 
is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of water: and God shall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes” (Rev. 7: 
14, 16, 17). 
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Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


President of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 








Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole field of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Depart- 
ment, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service. 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia. Please add 5 cents for post- 
age on books costing 50 cents or less, and 10 
cenits on books above 50 cents.) 


Our teachers have completed the Preliminary 
Training Course of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association. Most of them are 
mothers and working girls who can attend 
only the evening classes. Is there any pos- 
sibility of starting a Bible institute in our 
city?—A. L. G. 

'HIRTY-FOUR schools have come into 

existence since the Association 
started less than a decade ago, and most 
of these are now offering the Standard 
Training Course in evening classes. This 
should encourage you to anticipate, if 
not further, a movement for a training 
school in your city where your teachers 
can pursue the studies necessary for a 
diploma. Many of the new schools have 
begun with the support of not more than 
half a dozen churches. 





We feel the need of more training, and yet 
it is not possible for any of our number to 
attend any of the schools offering the Stand- 
ard Training Course. Why not enlarge the 
Preliminary Training Course?—L. A. 


OME way should be found to provide 
institutional training for your de- 
partment superintendents, even if they 
have to go a distance for it. The Stand- 
ard Training Course can be completed 
in some Bible institutes in one year and 
without any charge for tuition. The 
placing of a few of these institute- 
trained specialists in your Sunday school 
will be a well worth-while investment. 
The Executive Committee of the As- 
sociation has given some consideration 
to the enlargement of the Preliminary 
Training Course, and it is not impossible 
that some action will be taken at the next 
biannual meeting. It has been suggested 
that Personal Evangelism and Missions 
should be included, and the course ex- 
tended from seventy-two to ninety-six 
or even one hundred and eight hours, 
which would make it one-fourth the 
length of the Standard Training Course. 
The principal objection to extending the 
Preliminary Course is that a larger pro- 
portion now fail to complete it than 
those enrolled in the Standard Training 
Course. Strange as it may seem, the As- 
sociation has and continues to award 
more diplomas for the longer course than 
certificates for the shorter one. This is 
one of the strongest arguments for in- 
stitutional training. Those who make 
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the extra effort to matriculate in a school 
are much more likely to remain until 
they have completed their course. 





I have been elected superintendent of our 
Sunday school and will very soon take up 
my duties. I am not satisfied with the 
teachers. They are irregular, frequently tardy, 
and come poorly prepared. Their spiritual 
life is not what it ought to be. How can I 
approach these matters before assuming my 
office?—S. A. S. 


F THE teachers had a voice in select- 

ing the superintendent, surely the lat- 
ter has a right to demand certain co- 
operation on the part of his officers and 
teachers. Before or shortly after taking 
office, a conference should be held with 
the entire staff and the following pro- 
gram recommended for their approval: 


1. Monthly conference for every 
teacher and officer to attend.—This is 
important for instruction, inspiration, 
counsel, and fellowship, but above all, 
it gives opportunity for fellowship in 
prayer, which is so important for spir- 
itual growth, 

2. Weekly prayer meeting.—A prayer 
service of only ten minutes before Sun- 
day school not only will insure the pres- 
ence of every teacher at the opening 
of the session, but also will send these 
instructors to their classes in ‘a devo- 
tional spirit. 

3. Teacher’s agreement.—Many Sunday 
schools have a contract or agreement for 
teachers to sign when they are installed 
in office. This agreement should be re- 
newed upon the election of a new super- 
intendent as a manifestation of loyalty 
and fidelity. This agreement may in- 
clude a doctrinal statement to which 
every teacher is expected to subscribe, 
and also certain requirements that call 
for co-operation and devotion to the 
task. An important part of this. agree- 
ment is attendance at the monthly con- 
ference and weekly prayer meeting. 
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Matamba's Victory 
Founded on fact 


By Nesta Reed 


N A mud, straw-roofed hut, far away 

in Central Africa, a boy knelt to 
pray. It was no easy job, for there was 
such a terrific din and shouting going 
on outside. Matamba knew what it 
meant: his mother was trying to stir 
up all the village folk to compel her only 
son to give up his “Jesus religion.” 

His father, who had recently died, had 
been a very keen Christian, and had 
taught his son to love and worship the 
“white man’s God.” .But his wife would 
have none of it, and now she and the 
neighbors did all they possibly could to 
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prevent Matamba praying morning and 
evening. 

As the shouts and curses grew louder, 
and his dearly-loved father was reviled, 
the boy jumped up from his knees a 
flame of anger flasHing in his eyes. He 
made to dash out of the hut, but sud- 
denly, as if arrested by an unseen hand, 
he was on his knees again praying: “Oh, 
Lord, help me to bear all this patiently 
for thy sake. Do change my mother’s 
heart that our neighbors may believe in 
thee.” 

Since his father’s death, influenced by 


the village priests, Matamba’s mother * 


set herself to persecute her son in every 
way. Often he returned hungry from 
the fields to find no food left for his 
supper; his hunting weapons were hid- 
den, and he was starved and beaten. As 
no angry word ever passed his lips, his 
mother became greatly puzzled, for she 
knew that from a tiny child he would 
storm and rage at anything, showing a 
very hot temper whenever provoked in 
the least. 

The neighbors also abused him, but 
he bore all without any complaint. 

One day he had gone to see a distant 
relative and would be unable to return 
before night. His two little sisters at 
home decided to go and meet him, for 
Matamba was a great favorite with them. 
Going through the dense woods they got 
off the path and wandered into the 
jungle, getting completely lost so that 
evening came and they were still miss- 
ing. 

Oh, what a commotion throughout the 
village! Their mother was in terrible 
distress, hearing all the dreadful whis- 
perings of her neighbors. 

“Were not the forest gods jealous of 
children, especially the pretty ones? No 
child lost in the dense jungle ever came 


out alive.” 


Suddenly Matamba’s mother stood up 
and spoke fearlessly: “The white man’s 
God, whom my son worships, knows 
where they are, and he can bring them 
back. I believe in him now, and I will 
pray to him.” 

She fell on her knees, while the old 
men shook their heads and mocked and 
the women wailed or else laughed at 
her. “What of the tribes living in the 
dense forest who eat human flesh and 
the wild animals around? The woman 
is foolish to think her children could 
be saved.” 

And, indeed, as three days passed, and 
all searching was in vain, every one 
gave up hope except Matamba and his 
mother. She was even stronger in faith 
than her son, and astonished him by 
saying: 

“God will hear our prayer; he will 
show these people that he alone is the 
One who hears our cry and has power 
to save us. His name cannot be made to 
suffer shame here.” 

Suddenly she arose from her knees 
and shouted to the people: “Behold now 
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they come! They come!” Slowly two 
small figures crept into view through 
the heavy’ undergrowth. 

The little girls, hungry, footsore, and 
frightened, had indeed been saved as 
by a miracle. Losing their way in 
the forest, they had wandered on into 
the depths beyond, and had been ex- 
posed to great danger. God had mar- 
velously guarded them and guided them 
safely home. 

How Matamba and his mother re- 
joiced, for they knew well their neigh- 
bors would no longer doubt a God who 
was so powerful and good. 





With the New Books 











Songs We Sing from Three to Six. 
Compiled by Mattie C. Leatherwood. 
(Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
$1.25.) Putting first things first, this 
book of songs for little children begins 
with a number of songs of praise to 
God for Sunday, for his care, and for 
his Word. Some of them will be new 
to many, but there are a few old favo- 
rites, too, such as “Jesus Loves Me.” 
Many lovely little tunes with simple 
words about the out-doors will be found 
suitable to each season of the year; 
and the little child’s contacts with others 
are described in such songs as “A Helper 
I Will Be” and “Someone Has a Birth- 
day.” There are songs for special days, 
such as Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
and a few simplified melodies from 
Beethoven, Haydn, and Weber. This 
fine collection covers most of the phases 
of child life, and the songs are so simply 
written that they can be sung and un- 
derstood by very young children. The 
singing range is especially adapted to 
little children’s voices, and the melodies 
are tuneful but not difficult. Teachers 
of kindergarten, Sunday school and 
vacation school, and mothers will find 
much of value in this book. 























* 39 
. of Tesson 1949 
jst ese 7 


¢ Insist on the ORIGINAL. Forty 
Years’ Supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of 
Lesson. Full Exposition, Other features. 2 
Flexible Binding. 35e. Postpaid. 


FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 


Ezekiel 38 and 39 
THE KEYNOTE OF PROPHECY 


in a series of four illuminating articles, with other pro- 
phetic messages dealing with the present European 
conflict, by DAVID L. COOPER, Ph.D. 
Start January — don’t miss a single issue 
Send your $1 now for year’s subscription to 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY 
$x year Single copy, roc Canada and Foreign $1.10 
4417 Berenice Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 















MORE MONTHS 


with 
ST. MATTHEW 
The Gospel of St. Matthew 
will be studied for three 
more months in 1940, by all 
persons, Sunday schools, 
and Bible Classes using the 
International Uniform 
Lessons. 
Pastors, Sunday school superintendents 
and Bible teachers will be glad to know of 
three editions of St. Matthew's Gospel 
availble through the American Bible So- 
ciety. ‘They sell at one cent, two cents and 
four cents, depending upon the style and 
size of type. 
Because of the inexpensiveness of these 
attractive volumes they can be placed at 
small cost in the hands of every scholar. 
Their use will secure a deeper interest in 
the Scriptures. 
For descriptive leaflets address the nearest 
depository. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


New York City, Bible House, Park Ave. and 57th St 


Chicago, Illinois, e 35 E. Wacker Drive 
Atlanta, Georgia, e e 85 Walton Street 
Dallas, Texes, P ° ° 1814 Main Street 
San Francisco, Calif - 224 McAllister Street 





The Continents Come to WHEATON 





From the heart of in, Asia, Europe, the 


Americas, and the islands of the sea, young 
men and women come to Wheaton. Here 
they are happy at a truly Christian college 
with highest scholastic rating. Complete 
Liberal Arts curriculum, Strong Conserva- 
tory of Music. Special Bible Courses. 


‘‘For Christ and His Kingdom’’ 


@ The student body of Wheaton College 
contains representatives from 14 other 
countries as well as 44 states of the Union. 
The Wheaton missionary roll contains 
names of alumni in 41 lands. The world- 
wide appeal of this college is a natural 
outgrowth of its motto, ‘For Christ and 
His Kingdom.” 


Fall term begins September 14th. SOth year. 
For bulleti dd: the Regi , Dept. TA-10. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 22 to 28 


Mon.—Matthew 21:1-11. The Triumphal Entry. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All the city was 
moved.” Christ accomplished more by 
his meekness than all others have ever 
done by their pride. Spiritual weapons 
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CHALFONTE-HADDON HALL 


Somehow, problems that seem 
big at home vanish when ex- 
posed to the magic of seashore 
sunshine. 

At Chalfonte-Haddon Hall 
there’s a lot more, too, to turn 
glumness into glamour. Large 
rooms bright with salted sun- 
shine. Meals your palate will 
pronounce excellent. Squash. 
Badminton. Long Ocean Decks. 
Health baths. Concerts, enter- 
tainments. Restricted clientele. 


Write for color folder 
LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


CMlantic Cay 


ON THE BOARDWALK 
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are mighty. The dynamite of grace needs 
not the popgun of vanity to make it ef- 
fective. Spirituality is real power. Cities 
will be moved again when the meek and 
lowly Saviour has “babes” to set forth 
his praise. Pray for the two hundred 
and seventy-nine language groups of 
South Americans who yet await the 
Word of God in print. 


Tues.—Matthew 21:12-17. The Children’s Praise. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Children crying 
in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to 
the son of David.” Temple children 
gave Christ worthy and predicted honor. 
They shouted, “God save the son of 
David” (Weymouth). The children’s 
praise still is needed in the Church of 
God. Pray for the four hundred and 
fifty-five language groups in Africa still 
without the written Word. 
Wed.—Psalm 45:6-11. The Eternal Throne. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever.” God’s throne 
is eternal. His sovereignty can never 
be impaired because his power and 
might are eternal. Contemplation of 
God fills the soul with wonder, love, 
and praise. Blessed be his glorious name 
forever and ever. And let all the peo- 
ple say, Amen, and amen. Pray for the 
sixty-seven tribes in the Philippine 
Islands still without the printed message. 
Thurs.—Psalm 24:1-10. The King of Glory. 
PRAYER Succestions: “The Lord of 
hosts, he is the King of glory.” Christ 
is called the “Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 
2:8). Titles given to God are directly 
or indirectly ascribed to Christ. His de- 
scent from Heaven for our salvation, and 
his ascent to Glory after its accomplish- 
ment are described in various portions 
of Holy Scripture. “He that descended 
is the same also that ascended up far 
above all heavens” (Eph. 4:10). The 
“King of glory” had to come out from 
Heaven before he could ascend to 
Heaven with a multitude. His merit 
unfolds for us gates of glory. Pray for 
the forty-five tribes in Mexico still wait- 
ing for the Bible in print. 


Fri.—Jeremiah 23:1-8. The Righteous Kingdom. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A _ righteous 
Branch.” These inspired words of 
prophecy uttered long after Solomon had 
passed away refer to Christ, the King 
who “shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment and justice in the 
earth.” “Christ the Branch,” from the 
root of David, is seated now upon his 
heavenly throne. One day he will rule 
over all the earth. The groaning earth 
looks for that day with outstretched 
neck. Pray for the four hundred and 
nineteen peoples in India still awaiting 
Bibles in their own tongues. 


Sat.—Luke 2:25-32. The King Recognized. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “He had seen the 
Lord’s Christ.” Simeon tenderly fon- 
dled the Holy Babe. He was able to 
say: “Mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion.” By the Spirit he understood, 
came to the Temple, and recognized the 
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infant Lord Jesus; and by the Spirit also 
he spoke of him to others. Recognition 
of the Saviour is still by the Word and 
Spirit of God. “No man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost.” Pray for ten tribes in Central 
America needing the Word in print. 


Sun.—Psalm 2:1-12. The Reign of the Messiah. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “My king upon 
my holy hill of Zion.” Nations raging 
against Christ shall be utterly over- 
thrown. Enemies of the Messiah shall be 
snared and taken in their own wicked- 
ness. Everything done against God’s 
“Anointed” shall advance his reign. God 
cannot be defeated. Pray for sixty-eight 
tribes in China who are awaiting the 
Scriptures in their own languages. 
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The Sunday Schoo! Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or néw sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Ac- 
quainted subscriptions, 25 cents for one 
period of ten weeks, either singly or in 


clubs. 
Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
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